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land. 1t is plain, therelore, that our only
eourse is Lo scek some co-operative arrange-
ment with the Commomvealth aunthorities in
this connection.

That, I think, covers the main provisions
of the Bill, the importance of which can-
not be over-emphasised by the Government.
A great deal of thought and econsideration
has been given to its drafting, and every
avenue has heen explored in an endeavour
to cover all the powers necessary to deal
with a question that is of national im-
portance and must be tackled with energy
if we are to save our inheritance. That
there is a job to be done, and done
quickly, is evident from the information
I bave given to members. If there is
any document that would emphasise the
urgeney of tackling the problem b is that
conttituting the report of the Common-
wealth Rural Reconstruction Commission,
wherein it is stated that if a calamity is to
be averted drastic netion is necessary.

I think that members who give econsidera-
tion to this problem—more especially if
they have had access to {he various reports
on what has been done elsewhere, particu-
larly 'in the United States of America in
recent years—will agree that, while the posi-
tion may not be as serious at present in
this State as il is in other States of the
Commonwealth there is no doubt that the
problem is getting worse year by year and
that the sooner we tackle it the sooner we
will assist the agriculturalists, the pastoralists
and those who are cultivating our lands, to
a better knowledge of what is required if
¢hey are to make the best use of the land
that they oceupy. Primary production has
played a great part in the economy of this
State for many years and in view of the re-
ports that we have received and the figures
that I have quoted to the House tonight, I
feel sure that members will agree that the
time has arrived when we should have statu-
tory authority to deal with the menuce of
soi] erosion, whether by wind or by water.
I hope the House will agree that the provi-
sions contained in this Bill are such that
they should be put into operation without
further delay.

There is a tremendous amount of in-
formation available on this subjeet and I
have not endeavoured to give to the House
anything but a eomparison of the problem
in the United States of Ameriea with that
in the States of Australia. A further com-
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parison is that between the Eastern States
of Austinlia and this State. ] hope that in
Western Australia we will take advantage
of the experience in these other places and
that without any undue delay we will make
it possible for this State to deal with a
problem whieh, if it is not dealt with in
the near future, must necessarily assumc
greater proportions. 1 move—
That the Bill he now read a sceond time”

On motion by Hon. W. J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

Hlouse adjourned at 8.30 pom,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read proyers.

QUESTIONS.
PRICE FIXING.

As to Eztension of Commonwealth Powers.
Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Premicr:

1, Has his attention heen called to a state-
ment appearing in the Press on Saturday,
the tth October, complaining of the delay
hy certain State Governments, in carrying
ont undertakings alleged to have been given
at the Premicers’ Conference in August, to
pass legislation to extend Federal price fix-
ing powers after the war?

2, Is he aware that the Government of
Western Australia is mentioned as one of the
State Governments that gave this undertak-
ing?
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3, If so, will he inform the House as to the
correctness or otherwise of the Press state-
ment?

4, 1f correct, when will he ask Parliament
to pass the necessary legislation?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied:

1, Yes.

2, Yes,

3, The statement referred to is mercly
conjecture by some journalist regarding the
supposed atlitude of Federal offieials. There
has been no undue delay by the Government
of this State, nor has there heen any official
siggestion whatever of delay made hy the
Commonwealth Government.

4, Draft legislation is under consideration
ang will be presented as early as possible.

WATER SUPPLIES.

As to Coolgardie Townsite Mains.

Mr. KELLY asked the
Works:

1, In re-laying the water mains in the
Coolzardie townsite what size pipes are eon-
temnplated ?

2, When does he antieipate that piping
for this work will he available?

3, In view of the growing importance of
Coolgardie, and the increase in population,
ean he advisc how soon this work will be
commenced after pipes become available?

4, Is he aware that about 40 eonsumers on
the south side of the tawnship are served by
only a lin. main, that this size of pipe is
totally inadequate for domestie nceds, and
mseless in the case of fire? Also that no
provision has been made, when re-laying,
for increasing the size of pipe in this sec-
tion?

5, Is it a faet that the only water service
to the Coolgardie Hospital is from a 34in.
pipe, and that no water is available in ease
of fire?

The MINISTER replied:

1, 2 and 3, A proposal for improving the
Coolgardie reticulation to meet present and
anticipated requirements has recently been
submitted by the District Engineer, and is
now under consideration by the depart-
ment.

4, The 40 serviees on the south side of the
township are served by mains ranging from
six inches to one inch. This seetion of the
town will be fully considered in connection
with the improvement proposals.

Minister for
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5, The Coolgardie Hospital is served
thropgh a 1l5inch service pipe with sub-
sidiary 34inch branehes from a 6-ineh main.
The provision of a special fire purposes ser-
vice i3 receiving consideration.

GOLDMINING.

ds to Permit for Purchase of Fracteur

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for
Mines:

1, Ts he aware that it is still necessary
to ohtain a permit to purchase fracteur for
mining, and that permits have to be renewed
every three months?

2, Is he aware that prospectors and others
are often inconvenienced, lose time, and
sometimes have to travel long distances to
obtain fracteur, becavse of permit require-
ments?

3, As wartime regulations, and preeau-
{ions governing the purchase of dynamite,
appear to be no longer necessary, where
mining is concerned, will he take stens to
dispense with this eumbersome regulation,
as in ifs preseni form it constitutes & dis-
tinet hindrance to the best interests of the
goldmining industry?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Yes.
2, Yes.
3, The repeal of the Commonwealth
National Security (Firearms and Ezx-

plosives) Regulations has zlready been re-
commended by the Deputy Director of
Seecurity.

DALKEITH HOT POOL.
As to Filling of Basin.

Hon, N, KEENAN asked the Premier:

1, Is he aware that the eement bathing
basin commonly ealled the Dalkeith hot
pool, has been filled up with sand?

2, Way such cement basin constructed
at some considerable cost by the Army
anthorities?

3, Is he awarz that the bathing basiv
was used by civilians with great advantage
in the case of rheumatic troubles as the
water had eurative powers?

4, What was the reason for filling ap
the hasin?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied:

1, Yes.
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2, No. The basin was construcied some
cunsiderable time before the war from
Government funds.

3, No,

4, To protect the structure agaiost van-
dalism. It is intended to open the basin
for public use as soon as a caretaker can
be provided.

WORKERS' HOMES BOARD.

) As to Rating of Land.

Mr. NORTH asked the Premier:

1, Are rates payable to the local author-
ity on land held by the Workers’ Homes
Board for building purposes?

2, If not, does he intend to introduce
legislation to ecorrect this anomaly ¥

The MINISTER TFOR YWORKS (for the
Premier) replied:

1, Land held by the Workers’ Homes
Board for bu'lding purposes is Crown land
and is not rateable.

2, It is not agreed that the exemption
of Crown land {rom loeal government
rates is an anomaly.

BILL—POLICE ACT AMENDMENT.
Read a third time and passed.

MOTION—TOURIST TRAFFIC.
As to Separate Ministerial Control.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) ([4.38]: I
move—

That the tourist indnstry is of sufficient
importanee in the future of the State to war-
rant control under a separuate Minister of the
Crown.

Since last session, when the House carried
a motion favouring the re-establishment of
the tourist industry, the Estimates for
1945-46 have heen placed before us, and
they indiecate that this year the Tourist
Burean is to receive £3,000. The intention
of the motion i3 {0 bring before the House
the fact that the tourist indusiry is worthy
of greater attention than was paid to it be-
fore the war or than is eontemplated. No-
body would expeect the matter to be worked
up in five minutes. I am aware that prob-
ahly the Estimates were prepared during
the war; but the fact remains that if mem-
hers will consider the varions activities of
the State which could come under a fourist
Minister directing tourist policy, they will
realise that there is quite emough fo keep
such a Minister fully occupied. It is worth
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reminding  members  that  the  Tourist
Burcau comes under the Premier’s Depart-
ment and the control of Cave House under
the Minister for the North-West. Obviou~
ly Cave House is a tourist resort. With-
out going any further, we have iwo distinet
Ministers operating one concern.

My suggestion is that the Premier should
consider ifransferring the control of the
Tourist Bureau to the Mirister for the
North-West, who already controls so many
departments associated with tourist ac-
tivitizs, I am sorry the Minister is ill, but
I am speaking of the office rather than of
the man. The aectivities of that Minister’s
portfolios are as follows:—Natives, Har-
bour and Light and Jetties, Fisheries, the
North-West generally, shipping, caves, and
State hotels. All those—as I hope mem-
bers will agree—fMt in with tourist aetiv-
ities. If we add to those the London
agency, town planning and perhaps the
State Gardens Board, and any aetivities
corresponding to Cave House, we will have
a complete tourist department. We woutd
only have to add ‘"Minister for Tourists’’
to the portfolio and we would have, in
effect, a Minister for that most important
activity. Af present the actual control of
the tourist department is under the Pre-
mier, yet the only concern that today
makes money for the departmenl comes
under the Minisier for the North-West.
Surely that is an anomaly that gives room
for reform and improvement. Many people
consider that a tourist agency should not
be under the Treasurer, and it is reason-
able to assume {hat no Treasurer is going
to ndvoeate expenditure, the whole objec-
tive of a Treasurer being to do the op-
posite. I have only to ask the ex-Premier
whether that is not true.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: It is not true. The
Treasurer makes money available for such
purposes. .

Mr. NORTH: The Treasurer is not nor-
mally there to encourage or advocate ex-
penditure.

Hon. J. . Willcoek: That is part of his
job.

Mr. NORTH: T am glad to hear that and
I think the people of Western Australia
would like to know it. Fven if it is so, I
still think that one department should he
in charge of all tourist activities and, if it
is in order for the Treasurer to advocate
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expenrditure in a department under his con-
irol, I think we should eonsider whether
the Treasurer’s department or the Pre-
mier’s Department could carry the load of
a big tourist activity. If we are to lock
on the tourist traffiec in the future as an
opportuntity to recover for Western Aust-
ralia some of her past economic strength,
we will have to make more of that depart-
ment than we have made in the pas.
Those who have iravelled oversea, as have
many present in this House, will realise
that today and hefore the war Western
Australia was only scratching at tourist
activities, whereas the potentialities of the
tourist traffic are enormous. The only
thing lacking is 1o enable the department
to become a responsible department with
a poliey and a Minister who can go to
Cabinet and put forward his plans, and
eontact other Ministers in the development
ot those plans.

The first essential is to lure the people
—not merely from the Eastern States but
from other countries—to Western Austra-
lia. In this State we have had experience
ot luring people to these shores. When
Hannan, Bayley and meu such as these
made their discoveries of gold, people camu
here from all over the world. They came
not. to spend money but to make it. We
have to put before the world attractions of
a more lasting nature than that of gold,
which pgave this Sfate sueh & wonderful
start many years ago. I am not deprecating
the advantage of any local tourist traffic,
but if the tourist traffic is given to a Min-
ister as part of his duties, right away from
Treasury contrel, he might be able te in-
itiate a poliey far greater than a mere at-
tempt to attraet a few trippers from other
parts of Australia, ureful though they may
be.

We have many attractions here that are
not known in other parts of the world. 1
lived in the Old Country as a student for
‘many years and I know that not one in
every hundred people in Great Britain
knows anything asboms our country. WKven
the few who passed the Western Australian
ageney in the Strand wvsed only to see a
stuffed emu and perhaps a bowl of wheat
and some wheat straws in the window. If
‘herp was a Minister in charge of fourist
activities he could contact that London

agency.
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Mr. Doney: What new tourist atiractions
are there that could be exploited?

Mr. NORTH: The first essential is to
tell the people of London—let alome of
Great Britain—that there is such a piace as
Western Australia and a eity called Perth.
During the war—in 1942—when the United
States soldiers and sailors eame here to belp
defend us, they brought with them some
star newspaper reporters, They got here
just before the Jap menace was at its worst,
and [ suppose they were sent to report
the war when it gut here. Members will
remember the amaxing storics that appeared
ahout this wonderful city of Perth that the
people of America had discovered through
their Press. They told the world about o
place that they had found here. 1 could
be said by those wbo have lived in Great
Britoin—] think the member for Williams-
Nairogin lived there fox some t{ime -that
people there know very little aboul us or
about the opportunities to come here and
vnjoy our couniry. It may be said that all
these are matters for private enterprise, and
in the past we have depended upon shipping
companies—I suppose we will now depend
on the airways—to do their own publicity,
bug this State will be looking for any op-
portunity, in the next few years, to get in-
creased revenue, Our position is not satis-
faclory from that point of view.

Tverything I ean think of is heing done
to make our financial posilion beiter. We
have had the Henry Ceorge scheme, Major
Douglas's scheme, nationalised bankiug and
socialisation of credit advocated. All the
things that are supposed to belp make our
position rosy have either been put into foree
or advoeated in the tast few years, and yot
today we face a diffienlt position as regards
our revenue. Althongh the Leader of the
Opposition has advocated reform of the

financial relations between the Common-
wealth Government and the States, and
though there are complaints about the

Grants Commission and its operations, we
know that the pext few years will be very
difticult for Western Australia. The other
night the Premier, in a gentle way, sug-
gested that later on we might have to fight
for the rights of this country. Thevefore, by
adopting a State-wide poliey that would
bring sbout a large influx of tourists an-
nually, we wounld be doing something to im-
prove the revenne of the State substantially.
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Last session when we passed @& motion
dealing with the fourist hnsiness, a poim
was made of the fact that Canada has been
able to obtain a larger revenue from its
tourist traffic than from any other business
in the Dominion, including wheat produc-
tion, manufactures and everything else. The
tourist business is the largest business in
the Dominion of Canada.

We in Western Australia have not really
attempted to ascertain what our resources
in this connection are. The member for
Williams-Narrogin asked a few minutes ago
what new avenues could be exploited. First
of all T would say that we bhave not yet
congidered the point that Western Austra-
lia is now much eloser to the large centres
of the world than it was before the war,
That fact in itself would alter the whole as-
pect from the point of view of a prospeetive
vigitor. If a tourist has to spend two or
three months travelling here and retorning
to his homeland, it is # very different pro-
position from being able to come here and
return in a week. Thus the whole prospect
becomes more attractive. Further, people
who live in European countries know that
the period from October till March is a
very good time to be out of that part of
the world. At that same period we have a
very congenial climate. In this State there
are cevfain seasons that have their own at-
traetions; for instance, there is nothing te
cqual the heauty of our wildflowers in their
SeaZ0Nn.

Our railways and many other activitics
are controlled by the State, and those utili-
ties would gnin largely by enhanced revenue
derived from the presence of tourisis in the
State. The Minister for the North-West
controls a number of aetivities such as hotels
and jetties, all of which are dependent upon
local trade. Some years ago the duthorities
controlling the jetties were told that they
would have to maintain those structures out
of their own funds, that the Government
could ne longer assist them beeause there
were no funds available for the purpose. Tf
we set up a Tourist Ministry, those same
coneerns that today are a burden on the
Government would become opportunities for
making revenue, If the Minister for tour-
ists got into touch with the local authorities
in the metropolitan and country areas, he
could suggest many hig schemes of im-
provement, schemes for  beantification,

schemes for improving beaches and
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ennping sites, as well as the repair or re-
construction of jetties and piers and other
amusement ecentres, which elass of work is
entirely beyond the means of local authori-
ties today. 1In fact, local authorities have
not found the control of jetties and piers
acceptable to them becanse they cannot sce
how any revenue ean be derived from those
works. If we had a tourist policy along the
lines [ have indicated some of the problems
that have arisen in and around the metro-
politan area could be solved. Not long ago
loeal authorities were requested to submit
schemes for improvement and beautifieation,
but T onderstand that very few were sup-
plied. Some argued that there was no bene-
fit to be gnined by the loeal authorities from
the fact of tourists patronising such places
of amusement. In fact, the local authori-
ties in some cases resent the intrusion of
tourists when no benefit is obtained from
their presence.

Let me refer to two jettics—one the well-
known jetty on the Swan River at Clare-
mont and the other the Cottesloe Pier. The
Cottesloe pier has lost some piles; at any
rate it has suffered badly from the weather,
and a year or so ago a notice had to be put
up warning people against using the pier.
At Claremont the loeal council carried out
some vepairs to the Claremont jetty. In
both those cases, however, no revenue is
derived by the local authority, and so there
is no ineentive to attraet tourists to those
places, though there could be. It might be
possible for the Minister with loeal consent
to prescribe a small toll eharge for people
using the jetties, ns has heen done in other
parts of the world. If a proper service
were provided for tourists, there would be
opportunities to raise revenue so that the
Jjetties could be properly maintained without
their heing a hnrden to the local authorities.

If we arve going to consider this matter
further, it should be unneccessary for me to
stress the dozen and one ways in which
tourist traffic conld be stimulated, becanse
that would take a good deal of time, but if
the Minister had eontrol of the various activi-
ties I have mentioned, he wonld be in a posi-
tion to galvanise existing concerns into
greater life and thus produce a larger pro-
fit for the State. The Minister would need
a department, a staff of officers and agen-
cies, but not a great deal of expense need be
cntailed for a start. It would be more a
matter of organisation. The outcome of in-
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ercased tourist traflic would be not only an
augmentation of revenue for the State, but
also of increased business for the com-
munity generally. Undoubtedly the whole
of the husiness community and producers
from the soil would benefit. There is no
more eertain invisible export than the
tourist business. It provides money at the
source, as it were. Instead of selling wheat,
wool, frait and other commodities to over-
sea countries, the tourists would bring their
money here and thore would he created a
market on the spot, and thus we would
gain markets that otherwise would never be
available to us. When I speak of tourists
being an invisible export, some members
might think they could hetter he deseribed
as visible imports, but T shall leave that
matter to the economists to dee¢ide. The net
result of tourist traflic would be that money
would be brought into the State just as if
we were sclling commodities to another
country,

Let us consider another avenue of revenue-
making and draw a slight ecomparison. The
Fremantle Harbour Trust, according to the
figures in the Estimates, is paying into Con-
solidated Revenue about £200,000 a year.
The Cave House is returning to the Treasury
about £12,000, but according to the Esti-
mates of Expenditure the onfgoings amount
to about £11,000. That expenditure would
probably be fer repairs and improvements.
We ought to envisage a tourist department
under a Minister that would produce
in the first instanee about a quarter
of a million pounds a year, something
as good as the return from the ¥re-
mantle Harbour Trust, but gradually
inereasing  until it beeame here as in
Canada the greatest industry in the country.
I do nof desire io over-stress the details of
what might or could be done. I wish to say
that T do not mean that a Minister for
Tourists should he appointed whe would
hold no other portfolio. The Minister for
the North-West has many portfolios, but he
could also hold the portfolio of Minister for
Tourists. The tourist business should be
taken away from the control of the Pre-
mier's Department, so that the proposed
Minister eonld devote his time and attention
to potential money-winmers for the State.
He should he sble to advoente large expen-
diture where it is desirable for useful end
snitable public works, not works of the
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bread and butter type, but works that would
bring in revenue from touris!s.

If T can induce the House to go with
me as far as I have gone and support that
which I am aiming at, then what might he
started in a very small way could grow with
the years to a large and powerful asset for
Western Australia, with its delightful elim-
ate and its patural advantages. These are
known to all of us and there is no need
for me to stress them. In that way the State
would be aequiring far more financial stahbi-
lity than it is likely to gain in the future if
we ignore this opportunity which we have
bad before us for so many years. I said
many things last session on this subjeet and
T shall not repeat them today; they are in
“Hansard.” [ may add that perbaps this
motion might not have been necessary had
it not been for the caution of the member
for Albhany, who last session was prepared
to agree to the motion I then submitted, but
would not allow the words “the Paris of the
southern seas” to remain in the motion, Had
those words been retained, all that I have
now said might bave been avoided, because
it was that lure which gave the motion its
attraction. I bope the House will see the
tremendous future there is for Western Aus-
tralia if we start to sell our climate and
seenery to the world.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [5.2]: I desire to
say a few words in support of the motion.
Westcyn Australia contains a third of the
area of the Continent of Australia and it is
very sparsely populated. My memory goes
hack many vears when I used to travel con-
stantly by ship to the Eastern States. That
was before the trans-Australian railway was
construeted. Many of my fellow passengers
were proceeding to Tasmania in order to
enjoy a holiday in a cool climate. Very few
of those passengers had been in the South-
West of this State; they had not secn Albany
or the beautiful surroundings of Denmark
and Nornalup, and they told me they were
toking a holiday to reeruit their health,
When T told them of the advantages of those
plaees, they gssured me that sooner or later
they would visit them. By so doing, they
would not only have saved a lot of meney,
but would have spent what they did spend
in Western Australia and not elsewhere.
May I suggest, in all seriousness, that
greater attention be paid to the motion than
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has been paid to this matter in the past by
other Governments which have controlled
‘Western Australia?

Our popnlation of less than half a million
souls ig scattered over a huge area. Had
this been any other country, there would
have been 20 or 30 families where now there
is only one. Unless each member of the
Chamber wakes np fo the fact that we must
inerease our population, then all I ean say
is that we shall not be doing our duty. 1
have no wish to delay the House with a long
speech, but I earnestly implore members to
consider that we have a heritage in Western
Australia second to none, practically un-
developed. In my opinion, Western Aus-
tralia is the brightest gem in the British
Commonwealth of Nations, but it has never
had a fair deal, Our avenues of taxation
are being taken from us and unless we wake
up it will only he a very short time when
unifieation will be staring us in the face.
That makes me feel perturbed, beeause

from past experience I know that
where the preponderance of votes is,
that is where the money collected by

taxation will be spent. Western Austra-
lia’s relationship to the Commonwealth at
the present time s parlous; we have only
five representatives in a Honse of 75 at Can-
berra, Will any member challenge my state-
ment that we will in a very short time be
nierely a mosqnito on a bulloek’s horn when
it comes to sharing in the expenditure of
public moneys under the control of the
Commonwealth Government? 1 have lived
a long and aetive life in Western Australia
—30 years, During that time my one aim
has been to try to be a humble cog in the
wheel of progress of the State. That is my
excuse for msking members, to the best of
their ability, to make Western Australia
better known in the future than it has been
in the past. I am heartily in accord with
the remarks of the member for Claremont
on the motion,

MRB. SHEARN (Maylands) [5.12]: The
member for Wagin struck the right note
when he 5aid there was no neecessity to make
a long speech on this motion, with which [
agree in substance. I am not prepared, how-
ever, to explore some of the avenues that
the member for Claremont suggested.
Primarily, my reason for supporting the
motion is that T believe—and in this T am
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sure cvery member of the Chamber will be
in agreemeni with me—we are now about to
enter npon an economic situation involving
a general review of the Glovernment of this
State. This is an appropriate time for the
member for Claremont to introduce an as-
peet that will be associated with any worth-
while plan for assuring to Western Austra-
lin its full measare of the prosperity which
Australia as a whole must of necessity en-
joy in the future with the other nations of
the world. The member for Claremont re-
ferred to the fact that some time ago local
authorities were asked, among other things,
to submit a programme of works which they
considered to be urgent and which would
come within the category of essential johs
in the post-war peried for the purpose of
employing labour.

It seems to me that, as a result of war
conditions and the enrtailment of public
works throughout Australia, the Minister
controlling the Department of Industrial
Development could comfortably eontrol our
public works activities. [ do not want to be
misunderstood in saying that. 1 bave the
utmost respect for the great energy of the
Minister for Industrial Development, who
now is also Minister for Works. 1 suggest
the time is fast approaching, if it is not al-
rcady come, when the work of the Minister
for Works will be a full-time job for him or
for his suecessor. But I also suggest that
tourist activity could well be carried out by
a separate Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment. It is well known that trade follows
tourists and therefore, with all due defer-
ence to the member for Claremont, I think
it would be better for the Minister for In-
dustrial Development to undertake this duty
than for the Minister for the North-West
to do s0. The two departments are closely
related, and what one has to bear in mind
is the direct revenue wbich would be re-
turned to the Government from our tourist
activities.

Other countries much more progressive than
we have been early discovered the advan-
tages to be derived from towrist traffic; and
consequently I bope that the Government,
if it has any plans in this conneetion, will
let the House know what they are. In fair-
ness to the member for Geraldton, I wish
to say that when he was Premier he did all
he could to popularise the State as a resort
for tourists, but the war broke out and his
activities had to be temperarily suspended.
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He was on the right road, however. We have
now reached the stage when we should ex-
ploit every possible avenve to attract tour-
ists; the other States have already done so
—they took the steps upon the cessation of
hostilities—so we are starting bebind
secratch. If any State in Australia needs
to advertise ifs potentialities it is this one.
I hope the Government will take an early
opportunity to advise the House what plans
it has, if any, for achieving the general pur-
po=e of tho<e members who will support the
motion.

Waestern Ausiralia should be developed as
tar as possible, and not in the distant
futore. We might gradually step up our
means of developing the atfractions of this
State so as not only to inerease the govern-
mental revenue, but to give a general fillip
to all our industrial activities. Many such
coneerns are contemplating opening in other
parts of Australia, Western Australia, with
its natural resources, merely regunires an ex-
tra boost to be given by those in charge of
affairs, to achieve tangible results in the not
too distant future. I suppori the motion.

MR. EELLY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[5.07]: I support the motion because of
the freedom of diseussion that it will pro-
voke. At present we are entering upon a
vory important stage in the history of
Western Australia. The tourist position
might aptly be deseribed as having its gates
wide open. Athough something has been
a{tempted in the past, never in the history
of this State has such a wonderful oppor-
tunity been afforded us to advance the
tourist position. It is pleasing to notice
that that is apparently well in the know-
ledge of the Premier hecause in his Budget
he has allowed for appreciable increases in
the allowanee that has heen made in econ-
nee'ion with towrist activities in the past
few wyears. T notice that the Tounst
Bureau will be able to give publicity te the
tourist attractions of thig State by virtne
of the faet that in the expenditure of
£1,850 a large amount can be uvsed on
tourist propaganda for this State, and it
will be possible for that propaganda to be
extended to the other States and oversea.

Now that the world is in a tramsition
perind. eanditions of travelling will, un-
drubtedly. he foremost in the minds of
many prople who have been boitled up for
a number of years. The eyes of many of
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these people wili be turning to the possibil-
iy of lengthy tourist trips to various paris
of the world. The time is now very oppor-
tune for the tourist potentialities of this
State to be bromght vividly before such
person<. The motion has a great amount
of merit because such an important ad-
junet to this State should not be relegated
to lesser lights in any department. By
bringing our tourist aetivities direetly un-
der the control of the Minister, who would
have many other duties of conrse, the best
inferests of our tourist trode would be
brought into the right perspective. The
amcunt on the cslimates for expenditure
in this eonnection will give our tourist aec-
tivities a great boost, but I think the allow-
anee could he more genercus. No doubt as
time goes on and the importance of these
ihings becomes clearer the amount can be
added to in some way to enable the Minis-
ter, if appointed, to do justice to the re-
guirements of the State. I have mnuch
plersure in sup parting the motion.

MR. HILL (Albuny) [5.201: I have
much pleasure in supporting the motion.
We might well follow the lead of SBouth
Africa. One of my hardy annuals is te
advocate the appointment of a Minister for
Transport. In Seuth Africa all transport
activities, ineluding the Tourist Buream,
are under the Minister for Transport. He
is the best Minister to bandle tourist affairs
heeanse  our  transport activities will
divectly benefit by our tourist trade.
Therefore, a properly managed and admin-
istered transport department could more
easily deal with ibe wvarious tourist ac-
tivities. I am afraid that Western Austra-
lia has, up to date, neglected one of its
most valuable assets, namely its tourist
atiractinns, which we can continually sell
but never lose. Two hours ago I was show-
ing over this building an ex-Commonwealth
offirial. 2 man who held a very important
position in this State until his retirement.
As we stood at the back and looked over
the beantiful city of Perth he mentioned
how he had met a friend some time ago
coming from Europe, and this friend raved
about the beauties of Perth, and said,
““Yru are not advertising what you have.”’
This 1oeal man said to his friend, **You are
poing to Sydney. When you return tell me
what vou think of it.”" TWhen that man
came haek to Perth he said, ‘‘There is
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nothing in the East that will compare with
Perth.’! Last year I objected to Perth
being tacked on to a motion then being dis-
cussed becanse we should, when dealing
with our tourisi activities, make them
State-wide.

Myr. Cross: What about the beauties of
Albany?

Mr. BILL: We d¢ not want to boost up
any particular activity. \We are a Western
Australian Parliament, not a Perth Parlia-
ment nor a Ureat Southern Parliament.

Memnberz: Hear, hear!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HILL: When I travelled East some
five years ago the only posters 1 saw were
some that were bought and paid for by the
townspeople of Albany. A few months
ago my son, who was undergoing training
in the Air Force as an air guiner, had his
training stopped, and he took a trip to
Sydney. He wrote me a letter in which he
said, ‘‘I have had a good look around

Sydney. 1 walked over the bridge, rode
over it, trammed over it, and have
gone under it in a boat. I Thave
gone to the heaches here and the

people have asked me what I thonght
of their lovely beaches. I had to be
teuthful, snd 1 told them that we had
beaches that knocked theirs into a eocked
hat” There is not a beach in Aus-
tralia that compares with Nannerup, which
is only 10 miles from my home, and it is
only one of many wonderful heaches in
Western Australin.  Incidentally, T have
some literature puhlished by the people of
Albany. TIf the State of Western Australia
had done s mueh for itself as Albany has
dene our tourist trade would he one of the
hest advertised in Australia today. I know
of no State that has so many advantages.
In the North we have Geraldton, a wonderfnl
winter resort and a flne fishing centre. In
addition we have Yanchep, Busselton, Bun-
bury, Yallingup, Albany, and other places
right around to Esperanece.

Hon. P. Collier: What is there extraor-
dinary about Busselton or Bunbury?

Mr. HILL: They have very nice attrac-

tions. Bunbury might be termed the Brigh-
ton of Western Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: Albany is all right but
not Bunbory or Busselton.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr. HILL: I did not hear what the hon.
member said. I sincerely hope the Govern-
ment will take notice of this motion and
establish a Ministry so that there will be a
Minister who can handle all our tourist
activities. I can remember that some years
ago I came to Perth in June. One night I
bad nothing to do so I went to a picture
show. When the advertisements wore shown
one was worded, “See Yanchep.” Well,
Yanchep is only one of our tourist attrac-
tions. The next slide showed a picture of
“Miss Yanehep,” a motorbus attached to
the Tourist Bureau, and advised the public
to “Tour the State by Motorbus.” I thought
then that if we had had a live Tourist
Bureau we would have scen advertisements
with these words—“Use our railways. Go
to Albany to get out of the cold and wet.”
Joking aside, L feel that our tourist attrac-
tions have been neglected too long, and 1
was pleased to hear the Premier announce
that the {ourist vote was to be increased. T
am sure that every penny so spent will be
repaid, directly and indirectly, many times.

MR. J. EEGNEY (Middle Swan) [5.26]:
This motion anticipates the debate on the
Estimates, and I suggest that the discussion
that has taken place should morc properly
take place on the Estimates, which set out
the expenditure. The kernel of this motion
is not so much the disecussion of the tourist
trade and how it shounld be conducted, but
that it should be under the control of a Min-
ister. There are more important industries
in the Statc than the tourist industry that
ghould be under the control of one Minister.
We know how important the coal industry
is to Western Australia.

AMr. SPEAKER: Order! T do not think
there is anything ahout coal in the motion.

Mr. J. HEGNEY : I am giving reasons why
it is more important for the mining industry
to have one Minister in eharge of its affairs
than to have one Minister administering the
tourist industry. The same thing applies to
railway and transport. administration, to
education and to other departments that are
fundamentally important to the State,

My, North: They all have Ministers.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Yes, and so has the
Tourist Bureau.

Mr. North: Which Minister?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The Minister who ad-
ministers the Tourist Burean.
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Mr, North: Two Ministers attend to it.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: In many cases Min-
isters have two or three important indus-
tries to administer. Railway administration
and transport are both more important than
our tourist aetivities. Also mining, educa-
tion and public health are more important.
If we are to have only one Minister dealing
with a pariicular department these industries
are of much greater importance than our
tourist trade. I do not propose to discuss,
on this motion, what should be done with
our tourist trade. If the motion is passed
I do not think it will be earried into effect.
Therefore, I do not propose to vote for it.
I think education is of outstanding impori-
ance and that one Minister should give his
sole attention to it. The same thing shonld
apply to other of our imporfant industries.
First things should come first. We must
attack realities and face up to things as
they are, and deal with matters in their order
of precedence. I am, therefore, not going to
discuss the question of our tourist trade on
this motion, hut what the motion states,
pamely, that a Minister should bhe appointed
for this purpose. Members know that there
are other industries of greater importance
than the tourist industry, important though
it might be. Members representing countiry
electorates will admit that the development
of our lands and agriculfure is more import-
ant than the development of our tourist
trade. Tt would be preferable to have
& Minister dealing with land and agriculture
alone than to have him interested in a num-
ber of other activities as well. That would
certainly be preferable to having a Minister
solely coneerned with tourist traffic. 1T
oppose the motion.

THE PREMIER (Hen. F. J. S. Wise—
Gascoyne) [5.31]: The member for Middle
Swan struck a note that I intended to sounad,
becanse the motion in its present form is
quite illogical and out of all proportion.
As a matter of fact, effect could not be given
to it if it were agreed to. I could, by weary-
ing the House, menfion at least 25 differ-
ent departments that come readily to mind
which would involve more work than a Minis-
ter in charge of tourist operations could pos-
sihly be expected to be concerned with, even
if he exploited cvery attraction that West-
ern Australia possesses from the standpoint
of tourist traffiec. The authority of such a
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Minister for developing our attractions, the
niinisierial contro! involved and the admin-
istrative requirements would not be great. On
the other hand the orgarising requirements
in eopnection with the activities under such
a Minister would represent a job of a full-
time character for the man apj ointed to the
position. He would have to plan, arrange,
eolleet, write, inspire and do everything that
& person oecupying the position of direetor
of tourist activities would be expeeted to
undertake. His position would be dquite
different from that associated with minis-
terial control.

I eould go further than the point made by
the member for Middle Swan. As one whe
has served in several ministerial capacitics,
I say that the Premiership, the Treasury
and Housing should eonstitute three separ-
ate portfolios, and further that Employ-
ment, Works, Water Supplies, Labour and
Town Planning eould all eall for separate
portfolios with much greater merit than that
afttaching to any claim that a Minister
should be appointed to take charge of
tourist matters only. In saying that, I
am not in any way belittling the importance
of the tourist traffic. Some of those who
have spoken to the motion were not in the
Chamber o hear the comments I made dur-
ing the Budget speech with regard to the
expansion of tourist activities. Not having
bad the advantage of perusing “Hansard”
vet, they may not know what I said in that
connection. I informed the Committee that
the Government had in mind, and intended
to carry out, a plan for great expansion and
encouragement of the tourist traffic,

My predeeessor in office in the immediate
pre-war period had built up the operations
of the Tourist Buarean to the highest peak
it cver reached, and the expansion included
the opening of an oflice in Melboarne. With
the outbreak of war, all such activities were
retarded and restricted down to the smallest
amount that has ever been spent on the en-
couragement of tourist traffic in Western
Australia. The plan that will shorily be put
mnto operation involves, first, the appoint-
ment of a very able person to the position
of director—not at any mean salary, either.
That plan will be wiven effect fo in weeks,
or almost days. The responsihilities of that
officer will be very great and most import-
ant—not ministerially preat. The task con-
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fronting him of colleciing material for pub-
lications, the bringing of existing publica-
tions up to date, the designing of such publi-
cations, the preparation of letterpress asso-
ciated with them and so forth, all eall for
the early appointment of a very able person
to assume control of that aspect.

I would go so far as to say that publicity,
both from within and without the State, is
at present at a very low ebb, and, whether
it be in respect of the Agent Gencral’s office
in London or of any publie department, due
to war causes and other reasons there is not
available to the general public or to in-
quiring persons who may be either anxicus
to travel in this State or even be residents
of the State, the information that should be
readily accessible to them, All that is being
looked into at the moment, Although the
member for Albany supported the motion
as it stands, he stated that he thought the
Minister for Transport should be the Min-
ister in charge of the Tourist Bureau. If
he thinks that he cannot support the
motion.

Mr. Hill: T explained that afterwards.

The PREMJER: As I mentioned pre-
vionsly, if we agreed to the motion in its
present form, we could not possibly give
efiect to it—so why carry it? Let members
rest assured that every aetivity of govern-
ment will be attended to in its proper and
rightful place, and the income derived from
tbe tourist traffic will be devoted to pro-
moting that phase of the State’s activities.

MB. HOLMAN (Forrest) [5.37]: I was
pleased to hear the Premier’s statement re-
parding what is to be done in eonnection
with the development of the tourist traffic
in Western Australia. In moving his motion,
the member for Claremont undoubtedly did
not take into consideration all the matters
that would be involved ‘and certainly the
motion itself is entirely different from the
explanation he gave of its purport. On the
wording of the motion, it certainly implies
that the tourist activities should be under
the administration of a separate Minister,
and that view was adopted not only by some
members but by the Premier bimself.

Mr. North: There are only two activities
today—Cave House and the Tourist Bureaun.

Mr. HOLMAN: If Cave House is the
only activitv engaged in hy this State, and
is the only interest oceupying the attention
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of the Tourist Bureau, I have gravely mis-
understood the position. I certainly do not
think I bave misunderstood it at all. Our
forests constitute an attraction for tourists
quite as much as Cave House.

M~r. North: I mentioned that.

Mr. HOLMAN: Fortunately, the Min-
ister for Forests is also the Minister in con-
trol of Cave House. There are varinus other
directions that eould be availed of for the
development of the tourist traffie and the
Minister for Transporf would be involved
in any improvements effected in that re-
gard. Certainly the member for Clare-
mont did not explain the purport of
his motion to my satisfaction. I commend
him for the interest he has displayed in
connection with the tourist traffic, for the
promotion of which le has always heen a
keen advocate. As to the remarks of the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie, who said he
was pleased to see an increased vote fov
the Tourist Burean this year, although this
i3 not perhaps the appropriate time to dis-
cuss the Estimates, I think that as the mat-

_ter has been mentioned I would be excused

for pointing dut that the member for Yil-
garn-Coolgardie has hardly studied the posi-
tion,

The reason for the decreased vote during
the war period was that it was not possible
to continue the tourist activities at that
time. Prior to the war, the vote had been
increased and for the financial year 1939-
40 it was approximately 50 per cent. higher
than the allocation for the preceding year.
To my miod, the publicity that the Siate has
enjoyed during the war period is certainly
comparable with that secured during the
pre-war period. Although the money we
eould desire was not made available by the
Government, for obvious reasons, still, the
publicity in faet enjoyed by Western Aus-
tralia during the war period was greater
than ever before.

Mr. North: Quite true!

Mr. HOLMAN: We have had a far
greater number of advocates, to give voice to
the praise of our beauty spots. We have
advocates in our own girls who have mar-
ried Allied servicemen. If they are true
to the country of their birth, they will pro-
vide in foreign lands much of the publicity
that is needed. Allied servicemen who have
visited this State and bave been treated sv
generously by its people will also be favour-
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able in their comments about the State and
its attractions. We are fully aware of that
fact because of the leiters of appreciation
and thanks that bave appeared in the Press
from time fo time. Quite a pumber of
prisoners of war who arrived by H.LS.
“Maidstone” have visited various parts of
the State. I had the pleasure of meeting
gsome of them in my electorate a few days
ago, and 1 know that many have visited
Harvey, Bunbury and othber centres. They
have been greatly impresscd by what they
have seen, and they also will be advocates
of the tourist attractions of this State on
their return to England., In these circum-
stances, the war has not necessarily upset
the prospects of the tourist traffic in this
State.

There is another aspect. Because of
transport restrictions, many of our own
people have been unable to journey to the
Liastern States und necessarily have had to
spend their holidays here. Probably for the
first time it our history we have been able
to force our own people to take advantage
of the attractions of their own State. They,
too, 1 believe, now having had the oppor-
tunity to see the wonderful potentialities of
the State, will be advocates for an extended
tourist trafiic. Any member of this Cham-
ber conld talk for hours on this subject,
even were he to confine himself fo areas
within his own electorate, He could stress
the importance of the publicity angle so far
as the tourist traffic is concerned. I could
strees not only our timber industry, in
which so mueh inferest is taken by anyone
who sees the activities going on in those
arcas, hut could also refer to our orchards,
the heaches, and every other part of my
electorate. 1 know I am straying from the
motion, but I trnst I have straved to a good
purpose,

If the member for Claremont has done
nothing else he has done a service by allow-
ing me and other members to say what we
think should he done coneerning tourist
activities, and what has been done. I feci
T eannot agree to the motion as it is worded,
and will be obliged reluctantly to vote
against it. On the other hand, T congratn-
Iate the hon. member on the interest he has
shown in the question generally.

MR. NORTH (Clarrmont—in reply)
[5.48]: T dAid not move thiz motion in an
endeavour to outwit the Estimates, When
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we are dealing with the Estimates we can-
not adequately discuss a question of this
kind. We can only move to reduce an
item by £1, and we are unlikely to get any
decision from ihe Government concerning
the issue of the tourist tratlic generally. T
am indeed glad to know from the Premier's
remarks of the action he is taking, which in
a sense, fills the bill. The wording of the
motion does not indicate that a Minister for
tourist traflic should be appointed. The
Delphic oracle is a long way from here,
and we in Opposition have to be very care-
ful what we say. We have so little power
to do anything. We have to ereep along; I
hope not erawl. The motion has been moved
by an innocent and humble member of the
ruck, not even of the Opposition, but from
a back bench on the Opposition side of the
House in the endeavour to get something
done. The motion says—

The tourist industry is of sufficient import-
ance in the future of the State to warrant
control under a scparate Minister of the
Crown.

I agree with the Premier that the same thing
could be made to apply in the case of the
railways.

The Premier: Read the motion again and
stress the word “separate.” .

Mr. Holman: Explain that word, will
you?

Mr. NORTH: In due course! This motion
is quite as important and useful for the
railways. The same motion could be moved
in respeet of that undertaking. There are
members on this side of the House, what-
over the Government may think, who say
there are not enough Ministers today to do
all the work that requires to be done.

Mr. J. Hegney: I agree with you there.

Mr. NORTH: The Delphic oracle again?
We have to be so careful on this side of the
House. It is said.that it is ovtrageous on
our part to ask the Premier to agree to
appoint another Minister.

The Premier: Would you support an
amendment of the Constitution to make that
possible?

Mr. NORTH: Definitely, and the same
could be =zaid of other memhers. I know
that is not altogether germane to this issue,
but it arises ount of it to a certain exent.
If the motion, or this pious conviction, were
gone on with, the Premier wounld have to
appoint some Minister. I would welcome
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that. 1 think we ean shightly transpose the
words of Mr. Churehill and say, “Nowhere
in the world are so many square miles raled
by so few Ministers” That is quite true
today. What the motion aims at is—having
aranted that it does not bind anyone and
does not seek for the appoiniment of a Min-
ister for this particular purpose—to em-
phasise the convietion that in opinion of the
House, when the Premier sees fit, he should
so arrange by a simple transposition of one
department that the tourist activities as a
whole will all be under one Minister. It
would also mean adding to the print in
“Tlansard" dealing with porifolios the words
“and tourists,” in some place where thoy
are not now. What the Premier has promised
this afternoon is very important to the
people of Western Australia. They now
know for the first time there is going to be
a direetor.

The Premier: No, you could not have been
here.

Mr. NORTH: I heard part of the Pre-
mijer’s speech abont the extension of the
tourist trafic. 'We do not hear too well on
this side of the House. It is good informa-
tion, however, and there is no harm in re-
peating it this afternoon. 1f the motion is
thrown out it will make very little difTerence
at this stage. If it is carried it would not
even mean asking the Government to make
any change in any direction, merely to
stress this point.

The Premicr: Just diseourse on the mean-
ing of the word “separate.”

Mr. NORTIH: I think also it will show the
people of the State once more that the Gov-
erhment means business in regard to tourist
activities both this year and in the future.

Qrestion put and negatived; the motion
defeated.

MOTION—PUEBLIC WORES STANDING
COMMITTEE.

As to Legislation for Appointment.

Debate resumed from the 26th September
on the following motion by Mr, Mann :—

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-
ernment should introdece legislation for the
appointment of a Public Works Standing Com-
mittee representative of both Houses of Parlia-
ment but in which the number of members of
the Legislative Assembly shall be greater than
the number of members of the Legislative
Council, so that no public work to eost more
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than £50,000 rhall be authorised unless it has
first heen investigated by such Standing Com-
niittee.

THE MINISTER FOR, WORKS {(Hon.
A. R. G. Hawke—Northam) [5.52): This
motion asks the House to agree to request
the Government to set np a Parliamentary
Public Works Standing Committee. It fur
ther asks that ihe personnel of such com-
muttee should be drawn from hoth Houses
of Parliament, and that every proposed
public work, the estimated cost of which is
in excess of £50,000, shall be referred to the
committee for investigation before being un-
dertaken by the Government. There may be
a good case in support of the motion, but I
respectfully suggest that the member for
Beaverley in his speech in support of it did
not present to the Hounse a good case for
consideration. He told us that under the
present system the control of publie works
is in the hands of the Cabinet or the Gov-
ernment. That is quite trme and it is de
sirable that it should be so0, beeause the
Government is elected for the purpose of
initiating and earrying into effect publie
works for the purpese of developing the
State in regard to its production and for
the further purpose of providing services of
different kinds for the benefit of the people.
If the Government fails in this phase of its
activities then 1t in answoerable in the first
plaee to Parliament for its failure, and in
the second place to the people as a whole
when the general election takes place.

The hon, member has asserted nuite
wrongly that under the present system there
had developed a bureaucratic econtrol by
under secretaries of departments who took
charge of their respective departments. That
assertion has no foundation in fact and is
in effeet, in my opinion, a very gross re-
flection upon the under secretaries of the
departments concerned, and especially the
Public Works Department which is the most
important department of all in relation to
public works. He told the House and the
country that no one had the faintest idea
st all about the wood distillation and char-
voal-iron projects now being developed at
Wundowie, That assertion was bordering on
the reckless because, in fact, members of this
Parliament have heen informed on several
uecasions of the nature of the project being
developed at Wundowie, and ample oppor-
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tunity has continuously bren available te
wembers in debate and by way of question
1o obtain any further infeormation they re-
gqmre at any time in connection with this
ratter, Furthermore, statements have been
published in the Press from time to time
for a long period setting out the broad prin-
eiples of this projeet and a great amount
also of the details in connection with it.

The member for Beverley said that & Gov-
ernment official had gone to England in con-
nectton with the proposed South Fremantle
power scheme with a free hand to go on with
the business, That is not so, nor was it so
at any stage of the proceedings. When the
South Fremantle power scheme proposals
were developed the Government decided to
send Lhe most suitable officer available on
the technical side to FEngland for the pur-
pose of ensuring that the best arrangement
possihle would he made to obfain the plant
and equipment nercessary to the successful
ogtablishment and subsequent successful
aperation of the South Fremantle power
scheme. That officer had not a free hand to
do whatever he liked, or decided or thought
was best. He bhad to maintain continual
contart with the Government, partly in a
direet way and partly through the Agent
General for the State in London, and he was
in almost continnous contact and in fre-
«uent diseussion with the Agent General in
London in regard to the whole of the trans
actions that had to bhe earried out there in
wonneetion with the proposals

It was stated by the member for Beverley
that the State was committed to the expen-
diture of £6,500,000 in connection with the
proposed standardisation of railway gauges.
That is not so. The State is not eommitted
to any expenditure at all in eonnection with
the proposal except minor expenditure in-
volved in connection with the survey of the
line from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle.

Mr, Thorn: What ahout felling us more

concerning it? Where does the £200,000,000
come in? Who is going to share in that?

The MINISTER FOR WOUORKS: Which
£200,007,000 7

My, Thorn: The amount was published in
this morning’s paper.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
for Works will address the Chair.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: ANl 1
say is that the Government has npot yot
agreed to the expenditure of any money of
any consequence in connection with the
proposal for the standardisation of the
railway gauge,

Mr. Thorn: It looks as though you will
he thumped into if, though!

Mr. Mann: Wait till your Minister gets
hack!

The MINISTER FOR WO!. KS: The
member for Toodyay—and perhaps even
the member for Beverley—may think that
we will be thumped into it—tio use the
very descriptive word of the member for
Toodyay—but T can assure them that we
will be thumped into nothing.

Mr. Thorn: Good! That is what we want!

The MINISTER FFOR WORKS: We will
not even be thumped into anything the
hon. member may want to thump us into.

Mr. Thorn: That is all rizht. Do
worry about that.

The MINISTER FOR WO K&: We will
look into any proposal put un, from every
angle, and will make a ealm decision on
the facts of the case. So every member of
the House ean take the assuranec that the
Government is nct committed up to the
present to the expenditure of money of
any consequence in connection with this

not

proposal; nor :s the Government com-
mitted toe the prnposal.
Mr. Doney: The Goverhment would

bring the matter before the House before
it eame a deeision, I take it

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
it would.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
Minister to addvess the Chair and never
mind interjections,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
trying to address the interjectors throngh the
Chair. The member for Beverley aiso de-
plored emphatically—I think he really be-
lieved he was right in what he said—that
the new Perth Hospital should not have
been located where it is located. It may
very well he that if he knew all the cir-
cumstances in connection with the matter,
his view in that rerard would be different.
T earry my mind hack a few years to the
time when the Government proposed to use a
porrion of Government House grounds as
a site for the erection of new public offices.
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“There was a very great outery at the time.
1 think it would not be abusing the Knglish
language to describe the autery as terrilic.
Hon. J. C. Willeoek: As an uprear!
Mr. J. Hegney: Almost hysterical!

The MINISTER FOR WOQLKS: It came
not anly from within, but also from with-
out Parliament. But it was finally decided
by some of those who protested the loudest
thal the propnsal of the Govermment was
soundly Lased and desirable, and that it
should be procecded with.

Mr. McDonald: You will have the same
experience with ithe Claremont gaol site, I
suppose.

The MINISTE? FQR WORKS: The
menber for Beverley next dealt with the
question now introduced into the debate by
the Leader of the Liberal Party; namcly,
the proposed site for the new metropolitan
gaol. It is true that there has been a fair
amount of outery, a great deal of it in-
spired by people for different reasons,
some of them having a very incomplete
knowledge of the circumstaneces.

Mr. Doney: The pnblic has little oppor-
tunity of knowing all the cireumstances
beforehand. They certainly do not know
what the Government knows. That is the
trouble.

The MINISTER IFOR WORKS: It is
quite true that the public gencrally ecan-
not have the same complele information
ahout a proposal as is possessed by the
Gavernment; bnt the Government seeks all
possible information before moking its de-
cisions; and, as I said earlier, the Govern-
ment is answerable to the publie. If the
Government makes a blunder, it does nob
expcet any mercy from either Parliament
or the public.

Mr. Thorn: Thev will still
ticket: do not worry ahout that,

Mr. Mann: My word they will!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
the faet that the present Government has
heen in a position to hold the confidence
of the public of Western Australia for so
long is a fairly sure indication of the
goundness of the Government’s judgment,
speaking in a broad and general way.

Mr. Mann: What a most astounding
statement! Ahsolutely!

Hon, J. C. Willeock: It is a faet.

Mr. Mann: What an extraordinary imag-
ination!

vote the
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Beverley made the weird claim
that the appeintment and operation of the
proposed eommittee would remove from the
political life of Western Australia the de-
cided slur that is now upon it. He did
not give any further explanation of what
he was talking about in that regard; but 1
suggest to him and to every other member,
and to the public also, that there is no de-
cided slur upon the political life of Western
Australia at present; nor do I think there
has been one in all the years past in the
political history of this State. The hon.
member wound up his speech by stating that
the deliberations of the proposed commit-
tee would be free from the taint of party
polities.

Mr. Mann: Perfectly true!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Here
again, be did not give us any ¢laboration of
what he intended to convey hy that wide
sweehing generalisation.

Mr. Read: He is working our way.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It may
be, as snggested by the member for Victorin
Park, that the hon. member is moving in
the direction of becoming an independent
memhber of this Honse.

Mr. Thorn: Did not the Minister sup-
port a similar committee in South Austra-
hHa when he was a member of that Parlia-
ment?

Mr. Mann: That is 4n embarrassing gues-
tion!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No it is
not; the interjection is not even appro-
priate.

Mr., SPEAKER: The Minister should
take no notice of interjections.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: ] want
to say that during my pericd in the Parlia-
ment of South Aunstralia the guestion of
supporting or opposing this proposal never
arose.

Mr. Mann: A very short peried!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
it would be a mistake for a commitiee of
this kind to be established. It is true that
in some of the States of Australia a com-
mittee of this kind is operating, but there is
a wide divergence of opinion in the other
States as to the wisdom of having & com-
mittee of this kind,



1154

Mr. Doney: Tt was considered hers
about 15 years agoe by this Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is a committce of this kind operating in
South Australia somewhat along the lines
proposed in this motion. That applies alse
to the Commonwealth and to Tasmania. In
Victoria, the question of submitting a pro-
posed work to the Parliamentary Publie
Works Standing Committee there is entirelv
discretionary Lo the Government., The Gov-
ernment of Victoria, by Order in Couneil,
may, if it eares to, submit to the Publie
Works Committee of that State the respon-
sibility of investigating a proposed publie
work. It will therefore be seem that in
Vietoria the Government retains complete
eontrol, If the (fovernment does not want
te submit a propozed work to the commit-
tee, it is not submitted.

Mr. Doney: Having once submifted it,
does the Government abide by the commit-
tee’s decision?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. I
think the decision of Lhe committee, as in
all States, is merely a guide to the Govern-
ment, [ do not think that in any State a
favourable decision by a puhlic works com-
mittee automatically compels the Govern-
ment to go ahead with the project.

Mr. Mann: There is no proposal of that
kind in this motion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not suggesting there is. I am replying to
the remark of the member for Williams-
Narrogin. In New South Wales there was
in operation for some years & committee of
the kind projosed in this motion, It oper-
ated for a considerable period; but since
1930 it has not operated, which means thaf
for 15 years successive Governments in New
South Wales have not thought it desirable
to reek the aid of the committee. That is
very important, because it establishes the
fact that a big State like New South Wales,
after having had practieal experience of
this method, abandoned it. In Queensland
they had a somewhat similar system to the
one proposed for this State. Their com-
mittee was not described as a parliamentary
standing committee on publie works, but as
a Royal Commission on works, That Roval
Commission consisted entirely of members
of Parliament, =0 that in faet, and for all
practieal purposes, it was the same as a
public works standing commitiee. That Com-
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mission was used for some time; but as the
yeurs went on, it was used to a lesser and
ever lesser extent, until finally the Parlia-
ment of Queensland passed an Act for the
development, of public works on a different
basis altogether.

The system developed in Queensland is
very much along the lines of that now oper-
ating in Western Australia, except that our
system does not have behind it, as is the
ease in Queensland, the full force of an Act
of Parliament. In Qucensland, the prinei-
pal man today is the Co-ordinator General
of the Queensland Public Works organisa-
tion. We in Western Australia have a
Director of Works in the person of M.
Dumas. To a very large extent, he carrics
out in this State the same duties as are car-
ried out in Queensland by the Co-ordinator
CGeneral of Works, So here again, in
Quecnsland, as in New South Wales, Gov-
ernment and Parliament have moved away
from the idea of a parliamentary public
works standing committee. Therefore, if we
take the three main States of Australia—the
three biggest States, which would be earry-
ing out the greatest quantity of publie
works, both in number and magnitude—we
find that the parliamentary public works
standing committee is not favoured. In Vie-
toria it is entirely discretionary to the Gov-
ernment as to which, if any, proposed works
are to be referred to the committee. In
New South Wales, the standing committee
has been abandoned entirely, because no
works or proposed works have been re-
ferred to it since 1930; and in Queensland,
they have moved away to the operation of
a system very much the same as the one
we ourselves operate in Western Australia.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
operation of a comunittee of this kind counld
scriously delay the putting into effert of
public works proposals that had been de-
veloped and approved by the Government.
A great deal of the time of the officers con-
cerned in the development of works propo-
sals is taken up in the investigations neeces-
sary before a proposal reaches a 'stage where
it ean be put forward for Government ap-
praval.  If, after that, a proposal has to
go before a standing committee, it is certain
that a considerable amount of time will be
taken by that committee in carrying ont ifs
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investigations. I think that commitiee would
be especially careful to carry out the closest
possible investigation to make sure that the
propoesal put forward was, beyond doubt,
desirable and possessed of sufficient merit to
warrant the committee giving its approval
to it. In carrying out those investigations
not only wonld the committee sericusly delay
the proposal bat, in addition, it would unse
up a considerable amount of the time of the
main technical officers of the Government.
That would mean that far less proposals
would, in the aggregate, be developed during
a particular year, or the Government would
of neecessity have substantially to inerease
the number of its officers in the departments
concerned. In my judgment both those
peoints are strong arguments against the
establishment of a committee of the kind
proposed. Delay eould have serious conse-
fiuences at a time whea it was to be avoided
at all costs.

We might, for instance, have a very dry
season in Western Australia, necessitating
the development of works proposals as
quickly as possible for the purpose of having
them put into operation either to provide
work for men whe had been rendered idle
becanse of drought conditions and lack of
natinnal income, or because of the desire of
the Qovernment to put inte operation works
such as water supplies in ordet that future
dry seasons might not have such serions con-
seqnenees. In such cirenmstances it would
be neecssary to have the proposals developed
a5 quickly as possible, and approved by the
Government and pat into operation without
any delay or loss of time. If such pro-
posals had to go before the proposed ecom-
mittee considerable time would be losi, and
that would be disadvantageous to everyhody
concerned. Another time when delay of this
kind eould be extremely serious would be
a period when trade depression or something
of that nature had come upon the State.
In such periods nnemployment develops sab-
stantially, almost overnight.

Mr. Doney: Those urgent works conld be
exempted, by arrangement.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Say the
Government finds that the number of
pesple for whom it has to provide work has
inereased from 5,009 to 20,000 in a shori
period.

Mr. Mann: This committes would sit con-
tinnously. It is not intended to be a spas-
modic commiltee,
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In a
situation of that sort the officers of the Gov-
ernment would be called upon to develop
proposals for public works as quickly as
possible, and the Government would be
anxious to consider and decide on those pro-
posals without any unnecessary loss of time.
If the Government was under the necessity
to refer eack snch proposal to a committee,
and that committee was bound to investi-
gate cach proposal thoroughly, it can be
seen just how serious and how tragic a sitna-
tion might develop before the necessary steps
to deal with it could properly be taken. I
think there are many strong arguments
against the setting up of this committec and
not many, if any, strong arguments in favour
of setting it up. It is conceivable that the
establishment of a committee of thbis kind
counld limit the initiative of a Government
regarding its publie works policy.

A Government would frequently be in con-
siderahle doubt as to when a works pro-
posal which it had approved, and which it
was willing and anxious to take the respon-
sibility for putting into operation, would be
earried out. 1 think it is undesirable to have
any Government placed in that position.
TUnder our Parliamentary system a Govern-
ment has to carry the responsihility for the
initiation and earrving out of works. If
this committee were Lo be zet up and oper-
ated it might be thought that it would share
with the Government responsibility for any
works that the committee itself recommended
but, in the final analysis, that would not be
so in faet. The Government would still he
held responsible, and properly so, by the
people of the State. I think it cannot be
shown that the public works poliey of this
State in the past, under all Governments,
has been below—in auality, Fforesight or
statesmanship—the publie works poliey of
any other State in Australia.

Mr. Doney: What about the cost, in some
cases?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On the
question of eost, I think the works earried
out in this State would generally compare
very well with works earried out in other
States of Australia,

Mr. Doney: Generally, but not in the case
of the Canning Highway, for instance.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
easy for someone in this State o pick out
a certain work that has been carried out in
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the past and to say that the cost of carry-
ing out that work was excessive. Cases of
that kind ecan be cited, and similar cases
could be cited in the other States, and on
2 much larger seale than in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr, Doney: That is azreed,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There-
fo:e any comparien in that regard must be
hroad and general, and must not rest upen
particular instances which might be picked
out te suit the argument being put forward.
In the carly post-war years I think it is
escential that our public works programme
should be put into operation without any
unnecessary delay. At the moment no one
can foresee the employment necessities, even
to the extent of three months ahead, to say
nothing of what they might be 12 or 18
monthks ahead. The Government should
therefore be left with a large amount of
{recdom and initiative to develop, and where
neecessary to put into operation, public
works undertakings. If the Governmeat is
io be hampered on the point of delay in
pulting works into operation when they have
becn approved by the Government, that, as
I explained earlier, could have serious con-
senquences, not only in the years ahead but
in the almost immediate future,

The Government is prepared to take com-
plete responsibility for its public works pro-
gramme, partly beeavse we know that in the
employ of the Government of this State we
have officers, both administrative and tech-
nteal, who are not only skilled and reliable
but who, in addition, take a very wide view
of the State’s requirements. It is fair to
say that their vision iz npot limited in any
respeet, and the result is and has been that
works proporals have from time to time
been developed for establishment in prac-
tically overy part of the State where popu.
lation exists. The post-war works proposals,
which will be put into operation when man-
power is availahle, will be carried out in
almost every part of Western Australia, in-
cluding the North-West. So I ask members
to vote against the motion. I think I have
aiven gufficient prounds to justify members
i doing so. All of those grounds are im-
portant, some of them extremely important,
especially those dealing with the question
of using up a considerable amount of the
time of ihke technical and administrative offi-
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cers associated with (he development of
works proposals, and in connection also with
the vital question of delaying the puiting
into operation of works considered by the
Government to be hoth desirable and neces-
sary.

MR. McDONALD ({West Perth) [7.46]:
I must express regret af the attitude of
the Minister. It appears to me to be a
conservative one, although I am in agrec-
ment with him to the extent that I do not
like the latter portion of the motfion. I do
not think that we would be justified in
preventing the Government from proceed-
ing with a public work unless it had first
obtained the consent of the proposed com-
mittee affter an investigation. With the
Minister, I feel that the Government mast
assume responsibility, and whether such a
committee approved or disapproved of a
proposed work, it would be for the Gov-
ernment, in the last analysis, to go ahead
with it or abandon it as Cabinet thought
fit. If the latter part of the motion were
eliminated, I vemture to suggest that the
arguments advanced by the Minister would
largely disappear.

We are extremely conservative in re-
lation to the procedure of this Housge. I
think we should be prepared to try new
forms and methods by which the work of
this Chamher might he made more efiec-
tive. I believe that the proposal of the
member for Beverley is a new method by
which the experience of the House might
be urefully devoted to ensuring that we
get the best possible kind of public works
in this State for the money available. We
have the testimony of members from both
sides of the House in South Australia as to
the value they attach to a similar commit-
tee in that State. It is true that Vietoria
may vot make very much use of its publie
warks commifter: it is {rue also that in
Qurensland and New South Wales such
commiltees, for ressons that are not very
clcar, seem to have fallen into desuetude:
but the Commonwealth makes very full use of
the committec method. The Common-
wealth has a number of committees, such
as the Broadeasting Committee, the Social
Security Commitiee, the Public Works
Committce and other committees on which
it places great reiiance for the preliminary
work of inquiry and investiration before it
introduces legis'ation. Those committees
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play an important part in the question of
determining the works and the legislation
introcdueed into the national Parliament.

In velation to very large public works in-
volving large expenditure, there is an ab-
sence of systematised diseussions in this
House. We find announcements in the
Press ag to what is being done regarding
large-seale publiec projects, often before
any announcement is made in this House.
On the Estimates and on oceasions when
matters ean be suitably introduced, we
admittedly have statements by Ministers as
to projeets in hand, but I believe other mem-
bers will share with me a feeling of a cer-
tain lack of knowledge. Take, for ex-
ample, the very large works contemplated
at South Fremantle, about which Mr.
Taylor has recently been to England. I
confess that T have not read the statement
made by Mr. Taylor on his return, and
therefore I might be speaking without the
knowledge I should have, but T take it we
have virtually signed a contraci for an ex-
penditure involving perhaps £2,000,000.
There has been no discussion of any par-
ticular volume in this Parliament as to the
site of the proposed works, of alternative
sites, or of the nature of the services and
the expenditure on the services that these
works are going to render,

I do not know whether we propose to
continue to call ourselves a decliberative
assembly. In the House of Commons, con-
tinuous statements are made by the Prime
Minister and responsible Ministers in their
week-to-week meetings as to what the Gov-
erument has in mind. In relation to social
seeurity proposals, Mr. Morrison made &
very full statement as to what the Govern-
ment had in mind, not what it had made
up its mind to do, but what it was turn-
ing over in its mind, and invited members
of the House of Commons to express their
views. Having leard what members had
to say, the Government issued an official
booklet setting out its proposals. By those
means the House of Commons funetions as
a deliberative and responsible assembly.

During the war, the Commonwealth had
the Advisory War Committee. I suppose
if there is any matter upen which decisions
have to be made with extreme promptitude,
it is one associated with the conduct of a
war, Yet the national Government of
Australia thought the advisory committee
hed a value and continned it throughout
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the period of the war. If the Common-
wealth had not fel{ that the committee had
a reat valae, I presume it would have been
discontinued very promptly. That is a
case where delay might be far more serious
than it could be in the case of public
works. I will go so far as to say I do not
think the Government should be debarred
From entering upon publie works of
urgency nntil it had received the approval
of the committee, but if the econcluding
words were deleted from the motion, I
would ask members to try something new
for o change in the way of securing effec-
tive sorvice from members, increasing the
value of their contribution and increasing
the information and knowledge they would
have in advance of important projeets in
this State.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: And instruet the
delegates to the Loan Council and the Pre-
miers’ Conference meetings,

Mr. Mann: We might do some good
there, too.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We might.

Mr. McDONALD: The member for
GGuildford-Midland, I believe, is on my side,
and what he says contains a large measure
of truth. These conventions like the Pre-
miers’ Conference have grown up under the
pressure of war and economic conditions,
and are superseding to a large extent the
functions of the State Parliament and even
of the Commonwealth Parliament.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Hear, hear!

Mr. McDONALD: This in an innovation
which might be justified, but T venture to
say it should be very carefully watched by
what are colled the people’s representatives
in Parliament. If we had suech a ecommittee,
it would be a medinm by which members
of both Houses would get earlier information
as to what was proposed at Premiers’ Con-
ferences and Lozn Council meetings and
members conld make a contribution that
would assist our representatives—the Pre-
mier and Ministers—when they went to
L.oan Council meetings or Premiors’ Confer-
ences. At present there are many big prob-
lems confronting us. Housing represents
on immense project; there are water sup-
plies on which we propose to expend mil-
lions of pounds, and there are other projects
in our loan programme, and so far the op-
portunities for discussion in this House or
of gaining knowledge of the details have,
I venture to say, been meagre. Most mem-
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bers will join with me when I say that we
are in a position of disadvantage when we
meet our constituents and the public in that
we are able to give so little exaet informa-
tion. The proper place for us to hear this
information is in Parliament or through some
Parliamentary committes. If the member for
Beverley is agreeable to an amendment be-
ing moved by a ecolleagne of his to delete
the latter portion of the motion, I am pre-
pared to support it.

ME. SEWARD (Pingelly) [757]: T was
more than disappointed at the speech of the
Minister for Works. I had hoped that he
might at long last have given Government
consent to the proposal. This is by no
means the first, second or third time that
the matter of establishing a publiec works
standing committee has been brought before
the House. I point out to the Minister that
I am not concerned about the advising, of
the Government nearly so much as I am
concerned about the advising of Parliament.
If we take the Minister’s specch, then the
obvious result might be that as soon as a
general election were over, the party on this
side of the House could be told, “Yon will
not be wanted again until the next general
clection is due; we have been elected and
intend to run the whole show.” That is what
it amounfs to.

Hon. W. D), .Johnson: You have to face
up to that position.

Mr. SEWARD: That is the position.
The member for West Perth mentioned the
construction of the power house at South
Fremantle. What memhber on this side of
the Honse knows anything about that pro-
jeet, except what has been given out from
time to time by the Government that the
scheme is to be carried into effect? Last
session 1 mentioned that the cost of this
work would he about 1% millions. I helieve
I was corrected and told that the amount
would be 114 millions, but I heard today that
the cost is going to he 2% millions. Par-
liament is entitled to some investigation of
this work before it is undertaken.

There is the question, also, of the Great
Southern water supply schome and the
South-West power scheme. In connection
with the Sonth-West power scheme we had an
investigation by Royal Commission, but we
know nothing about the Great Sonthern
water scheme. I believe this is a matter
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that requires the closest investigation by
some small committee such as is proposed
by the member for Beverley so that when
the watter comes up for discussion—
if it ever does; things never seem (o
come before Parliament until they are
half construeted or we are irrevocably
committed fo their construction—we shall be
in possession of the requisite information.
An investigation should be made to give the
publie proper information with regard to
the work that is going to be earried out, and
also to see that the eost of the work is kept
within reasonable bounds. At present, no
member on this side of the House knows
what the works are to cost, or even what
they are estimated to cost. It is only when
the works have been eompleted and the State
gets the bill that members on this side of
the House learn the amount involved.

The Minister raised the question of Wun-
dowie. I have been gmided by the Govern-
ment and rely upon its statements that these
works are proving successful. We all hope
they are, but, as the Minister interjected,
all T know about Wundowie is what I have
secn through a railway earriage window, and
that is all T have secen of Wuondowie. I
have had no other opportunity, so must
rely on the Government's statement that it
is a sonnd proposition. I would say, how-
ever, that the work has been going on for a
long time and that the progress has heen
very slow, extraordinarily slow, so slow that
as I pass Wundowie twice a week, T look
ont of the window to see if I can observe
whether there has heen any improvement or
advancement on the previons week, As the
Minister mentioned a few nights ago, an offi-
cer is abroad making investigations into the
latest developments in that tyvpe of work, in
order that we might have the latest methods
arlonted here. T should think that sueh an
investigation ought te have heen made be-
fore the work was commenced, in order to
prove to the Government that it would be
sneressful.

That is the kind of work which I take it
the committee proposed by the member for
Beverley would carry out.  The Minister
made great play of the faet that such a
committee would hold up everything; that
everything would have to be held up until
the committee made an investigation and
that consequently we do not want such a
committee. He might just as well have said
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that we do not want a fire brigade; hecause
what use would it be fraining firemen when
a house was on fire? Nobody would suggest
that the committee would hold up any work
in the event of a calamity such as the one
to which the Minister obviously referred, T
mean the depressivn time, when there was
a crying need to put works in hand imme-
diately. Those works could not be delayed;
we all know that. What we are coneerned
with, however, are projects that come up
from time to time and are estimated to cost
large sums of money. These should he in-
vestigated by a committee, so that when Par-
ltament meels nnd the matter comes before
if, members will have something to guide
them in the way of an all-party statement.

Obviously, when a Minister introduces n
Bill he gives all the information from hiy
particular point of view, that is, from the
point of view of the Government, buf there
is the side of the other party to consider.
The other party may consider that if two
works are to be carried out, one outweighs
the other. That is a matter which Parlia-
ment ought to investigate. There is another
work which it is proposed shall be carried
out, the wheat terminals ai Fremantle. I
would like to have considerably more infor-
mation op that matter than I possess at pre-
sent before the works are undertaken. How-
ever, I think that is a Commonwealth
matter; at least 1 hope so. If it is
nof, however, I want a lot more infor-
mation on that particular work also. Ther:,
as the member for West Perth indicated,
there is the railway gauge question. I do
not know what to make of it. The Govern-
ment says it is not committed to the work,
but & report in this morning’s paper indi-
entes that it is, I hope we will get the truth
very shortly. I am not struck by the end-
ing of the motion because, as I said, I am
not so concerned about the committee re-
porting to the Government as I am about
its reporting to Parliament. I thereforo
move an amendment—

That the words ‘“so that no public work
to cost more than £50,000 ghall be authorisea
unless it has first been investizated by such

standing committee’’ be struck out with a
view to inserting other words,

I think £50,000 is a little high; the lower
amount, £30,000, would in my opinion, he
quite sufficient to confine the investigations
to. Parliament would thus have all the in-
formation obtainable about the works to be
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carried out. I hope it will be possible for
the motion to be carried; becaunse, as I men-
tioned before, we at present on this side of
the House know nothing about what work
the Government proposes te embark upon.
We see a notice in the Press that works
like the South Fremantle power station, or
the works at Wundowie, or water works,
are to be earried out, and when we meet our
constituents we are asked about them. We
then have to confess that we know nothing
ahout the works, and in turn are asked what
we are in Parliament for. The fact that
whether or not some of the other States have
discontinued referring such matters to a com-
mittee, I think has nothing te do with the
question. These States may have good rea-
sons for discontinuing ih_ ineuiries; in this
State, at all events, I think they are neces-
sary. I hope the Government will not remain
adamant, and that the committee will be ap-
pointed.

MEB. MANN (Beverley—on amendment)
[8.6]: I have no objection to the amend-
ment; in faet, I think it improves the motion
considerably. I sineercly hope the Minister
will approve of it. That is all I have to
say on it. I shall reply to the motion if
the amendment is defeated.

THE MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon.
A, R. G. Hawke—Northam—on amend-
ment} [8.7): I think I ean be as brief as
the memher for Beverley has been on the
smendment. All the arguments I used
against the motion apply equally against the
amendment.

Amendment (t6 strike out words) put and
passed.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [8.8]: I move
an amendment—

That the words ‘‘such standing committee
to inquire into and rcport to Parliament
upon projected publie works which are eati-
mated tn cost mere than £30,000°’ be in-
seited in lieu of the words struek out.

Amendment (to insert words) put and a
divigion taken with the following result:—

Ayes .. .- . .. 13
Noes .. - . o221
Majority against .. . 8
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AVES.
Mrs, Cardell-Oliver Mr. Owen
Mr, Hill Mr. Read
Mr, Mann Mr. Seward
Mr. MeDonald Mr. Shearn
Mr, McLarty Mr. Thorn
Mr. Necdbam Mr. Doney
Mr. North (Teller.)
NOES.
Mr. Cross Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Fox Mr. Rodoredn
Mr. Graham Mr. Styants
Mr. Hawke Mr. Telfer
Mr. J. Hegney My, Tonkin
Mre, W, Hegney Mr. Triat
Mr. Hoar Mr. Willeock
Mr. Holman Mr, Wise
Mr. Johnson Mr. Withers
Mr. Kelly Mr. Wilson
Mr. Millington (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Question put and negatived; the motion,
as previou<ly amended, defeated.

BILL--SUPREME COURT ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Second Reading.

ME. McDONALD (West Perth) [8.13]:
in moving the second reading said: This Biil
proposes, with the consent of the House, to
reduce the 1ate of interest on judgments of
courts from the present rafte of 8 per cent.
to the rate of 5 per eent. In this State in-
terest on judgments of the Supreme Court
wrs provided for by an Act nf 1842 (8
Viet., No. 15, Section 5), which preseribed
a rate of interest on judgments of the
Sepreme Court of 10 per cent. per annum.
In 1900, by an Amendment Act (No. 27 of
that year) the rate of interest was reduced
to 8 per cent. on judgments of the Supreme
Court. By ap amendment of the Loeal
Courts Act, 1904 (this amendment being
made in 1930, No. 35 of 1936, Section 7),
the provision regarding 8 per cent. interest
per arnnm on judgments was applied to
loeal court judgments which exceeded £100
in amount. When we consolidated the law
in the Supreme Court Act of 1935 we pro-
vided by Seection 142 that—

(1) Every judgment debt shall ecarry in-
terest at the rate of eight pounds for every
hundred pounils by the year from the time of
entering up the judgment until the same shall
bhe satisfied. and such interest may be levied
under a writ or warrant of execution on such
judgment.

(2) This seetion applies to a judpment in a
local eonit except where the umount of the
deht elaim or demand ailowed hy the judgmen*
daes not cxeeed one hundred pounds.

I think the House will agree with me
that a rate of eight per ecent. per annum on
Judements is out of line with current rates
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and with the times. In England the rate
of intercst on judgments is four per cent.
per annum by virtue of the English Statutes
1 and 2 Vie., Chap. 110, Section 17, and the
Rules of the English Supreme Court of
Judicature Order 42 Rule 16. The rates of
interest on judgments of the Supreme Coarts
of the other States are as follows:—Vietoria
eight per cent., the same as this State;
South Australia seven per cent.; New South
Wales five per cent.; Tasmania five per
cent.; Queensland five per cent. unless the
doenment sued upon otherwise provides. In
England the rate of interest on judgments
is four per cent. and in most of the Aus-
tralian States it is now five per cent.

This Bill proposes that in our State the
rate, in future, will be five per cent. I do
not think it is necessary for me to add much
to what I have said, except cne or two
words on the matter of principle. When a
indgment is recovered for a sum of money
in a court of law and it iz net paid, the
reason for the non-payment is almost always
that the debtor at the time has not the money
with which to pay. In those eirecumstances
it will be agreed, I think, that if such a man
should find his debt inereasing at the rate
of eight per cent. per annum he has mposed
on him & very substantial hardship. At the
same time, the rtate must be sufficient to
represent an indueement to him to endeavour
to pay the debt, otherwise he might prefer
te avoid paying it for as long as possible in
order to obtain the henefit of the money in
his own hands at what might be regarded as
a low rate of interest. 1 think, therefore,
it is desirable to suggest a rate of inferest
of five per cent. in line with the opinion
that has prevailed in New South Wales,
Tasmania and Queensland.

By Scetion 16 of the Interpretation Act if
the law is sltered, as we would be doing
in this ease, it is not to affect any right
aecrued prior to the date of the alteration.
Tf, therefore, the House sees fit to pass this
Bill, people who have judgments unsatisfled
will he able to claim eight per cemt. per
annom up to the time the Bill is passed,
and thereafter five per cent. per anoum. In
the case of future judements the rate will
be five per eent. per annum from the time
sieh jndements are entered in court. This
is a Bill that does not need to be enlarged
upon. I think members will agree that in
thess days to penalise a debtor by adding
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to his debl at the rate of eight per cent. per
annum is something we should not do.

Mr, J. Ifegney: Why did not you reduce
the interest rate to what it is in England,
namely, four per cent.?

Mr. McDONALD: The suggestion of four
per cent. is quite reasomable. I gave some
consideration to a reduetion to four per cent.
but, on the whole, rates of interest tend fo
be slightly higher in Australia than in Eng-
Jand. I thought that I might accept the
judgment of the majority of the other States
whose Parliaments have fixed five per cent.
1 also thought that we should not have a
rate of interest so low that it would be
advantageous to the debtor to postpone, as
long as possible, the payment of his judg-
ment debt, or to avoid that payment. Tt
seemed, therefore, in all the cireumstances,
that five per cent. was an improvement on
the existing law and, at the same time, a
rate that would be some incentive to the
debtor to discharge, as soon as possible, the
amount he owed under the judgment. We
must bear in mind that the amount owing
under the judgment may be needed by the
Judgment creditor, and it may bhe a hardship
for the judgment creditor not to receive the
money. That money, for example, might
represent a claim for wages or, if the amount
is a large one, for damages for serions in-
.juries suffered through the negligence of
the defendant in some motor aceident. I
therefore considered that while we should
reduce the rate from the present exorbitant
figure we might do well to have the rate of
five per cent. which would ereate some in-
centive in the judgment debior to meet his
liability as soon as he eould. T move—

That the Bill be now tead n second time.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

BILL-—-MOTOR VEHICLE (THIRD
PABTY INSURANCE) ACT
AMENDMENT.

Retorned from the Council without amend-
ment.

MOTION—SOLDIER LAND
SETTLEMENT.

As to Proposed Legislation.

Debate resumed from the 12th September
on the following motion by Mr. Thorn:—

(44]

1161

That in view of the faets—

fa) That a large number of members of the
Forces have been discharged and are
continually making inquiries ag to
land settlement conditions;

(b) That particulars of such conditions can-
not yet be given to them notwith-
standing that some of the inquirers
have been discharged for nearly three
years—

this Ilouse views with alarm the failure of the
responsible  amtherities to put into effect
schemes applicable to such settlement, and
culls for an immediate announcement that
neeegsary legislation will be placed before the
House this session so that there will be no
prospect of such delay and risk of failure as
will be likety if the ammouncement is deferred
until the approach of the time when the bulk
of thc members of the Fighting Forees will be
secking repatriation.

MR. BEWARD (Pingelly) [8.22): I sup-
port the motion and I hope the House will
pass it by a substantial majority, thus indi-
cating to the Government that, in the opinion
of the House, more rapid pregress should
he made in the matter of settling on the land
our returning ex-servicemen. When speak-
ing to this motion a few nights ago the Min-
ister for Lands stated that the State and
Commonwealth Governments were prepareid
only to move slowly in view of the disastrous
cffects of two of cur Jand setilament schemes
in the past. It is very wise to proeeed eau-
tiousty, but not necessarily slowly in a mat-
ter of this kind. I would like some evidence
to show that any progress at all has been
made. It seems to me that those engaged in
this matter of a land settlement scheme for
returning ex-servicemnen are busily engaged
in cleaning up the carriages of the train of
rehabilitation without paying any regard to
Taising steam to get the train.in motion. It
is many years new since we had talks on
plans for land settlement for returning ex-
servicemen. No reasonahle person ean main-
tain that both the State and the Common-
wealth Governments have not had ample time
to bring those plans to a stage where we
might expect them to he put into operation.

I know it is claimed that the State Gov-
ernment is hampered by the faet that there
is no Commonwealth legislation—or if there
s now there was not until a few days ago—
dealing with this matter. But thai excuse
does not absolve the State Government from
blame because it is responsible for the wel-
fare of the citizens of this State, and we now
have a substantial number of ex-servicemen
unjustly penalised by reason of the fact that
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there is no scheme of land settlement for
them. The State Government knows what
the Commonwealth proposals for land settle-
ment are in general terms. If the Govern-
ment has evidence that the citizens of this
State are being unjustly penalised because
there is no land settlement scheme in opera-
tion here, then obviously it is the duty of the
State Government to tell the Commonwealth
authorities, in unmistakable language, that
there has fo be a scheme and that if the
Commonwealth Government does not get on
with the job the State Glovernment will have
to do it itself, I think I have indicated, on
previous ocecasions, that not only one, or even
a few, but many instances of returned
soldiers being penalised, have occurred.

T mentioned a case that came to my notice
two or three years age. In that instance, a
man wanted to take over a property offered
to him. He met me only last Saturday, and
he asked me if any progress had been made,
and if there was any scheme under which
he could take up lznd. I szid, “No.* He
said, “It looks as though I shall have to go
to Perth and get a job.” T met a friend in
St. George’s-terrace only a fortnight ago, and
he said, “Is there any land settlement scheme
for the returned soldier?”’ I told him there
was not, He said, “I met the son of a friend
of mine and he asked me the same question
and I told him that there was not, and that
the best thing he could do was to go to the
Public Works Depariment and ask if he
eould get a pick and shovel job. He was told
that that department was not putting on any
men.” I had even a worse case than that. A
young married man in my electorate was dis-
charged from the Forces. He wanted to take
up land. There was no scheme available for
him, so he leased a property. He asked me
if I could do anything for him. He had
spent what savings and deferred pay he had
and he owed his storekeeper £60 for provi-
sions. He had applied for assistance under
the Repatriation Act and been refused.

I saw the Repatriation Department, which
treated my application as an appeal, with the
result that be was granted- sustenance for
six monthg for himself and his family, and
given a loan of £250 to buy stock. His
position was desperate; he owed the store-
keeper £60. I talked to the storekeeper who
suggested that out of the loan of £250 he
should buy some sows because he would get
a quicker return from them than from any-
thing else because, owing to the excessively

[ASSEMBLY.]

wet season, what little ¢crop he had would
certainly be a failure. If he put on sheep, he
might get a little wool, but pigs were the
guickest means of getting revenue. When
we asked the Repalriation Depariment if
he could spend any of the £250 to buy feed
for the pigs, the reply was, "No.”

The last I heard of this case was
that the man owed £75 to the storekeeper.
His sustenance will come to an end in an-
other four months and there is very litile in
the way of proceeds this year. I have no
hesitation in saying that I can see nothing
for that unfortunate man than for him to
walk off his property, stone-broke and dis-
pirited. What is the use of our talking of
promises to returned men when that treat-
ment is meted out to them? It is enough
to break anyone's heart, If the Common-
wealth Government has not the interests of
these men at heart and willi not pass legis-
lation, then let the State Government eall
for a mecting of the Loan Council and force
it to grant the finance necessary to put into
operation a scheme in Western Australia.
Let us do something for our citizens if the
other States will not help us.

Here 13 another case: A man came to me
yesterday from away out in the far eastern
part of my electorate. Before he went to
the war, be had & farm, a property of about
3,000 acres, of which 1,700 acres were’
cleared. He has 600 or 700 acres of fallow.
He told me that unless he could get money
to enable him to repair his machinery, he
conld pot harvest his erop. I sent him to
Mr. Taylor to see whether anything could
be done for bim there. Such cases are be-
ecoming so numerous that the House wonld
be very negleetful of its duty, in my opin-
ion, if it did not pass a motton such as the
one moved by the member for Toodyay. It
is all very well to talk about starting sec-
ondary indostries and employing men in
them, buf what are we going to do with the
produets of secondary industries unless we
have the people here to purchase and eon-
sume them? We cannot send the products
of vecondary industries oversea or anywhere
else on account of the freight charges and
so forth. We must have population bere to
consume them, and that population must be
prople settled on the land. If anybody came
to me and asked my opinion as to whether
he should gn an the land, I would nnhesitat-
ingly reply, “No, not at the present time
under the conditions now existing.” Life on
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the land is wonderful and affords great op-
portunities, but the hardships, trials, and
(isabilities are so great thal a man, in my
opinion, would not be justified in taking up
land now unless something were done for
him.

When listening fo the wireless a few days
ugo, 1 heard a statement that members of
the New Zealand Forces would all be back
in the Dominion by next Christmas. I do
not know what Christmas it will be before
all our men arc back, but whatever Christ-
mas it may be, we must ensure that there is
something for them when they do get back.
The member for Mt. Marshall, when spuak-
ing to the motion a few nighis ago, gave
some interesting information regarding New
Zealand’s treatment of returned soldiers. Ile
told us that the number of men placed on
farms with the aid of rehabilitation finanee
. was 955, and that 133,000 acres had been

aequired by the Crown under the Small

Farms Act. Yet we have not even got an

Act.  All we ean say to our men who are

returning is, “There is nothing for yon.”

I hope that the Government, if it cannot
make the Commonwealth aunthorities get a
move on, will take some action for putting
a scheme into operation on the responsi-
hility of the State. If nceessary the Gov-
ernment could appreach the Loan Couneil
m order to get the requisite money. We
owe this to the ecitizens of our State who

" are ecoming baek from the war and expect
1o find some provision made for them. T
have pleasure in supporting the motion and
sincerely hope that it will be earried.

MR. HOAR (XNelsom) [8.33]: I have
listened to quite a number of speeches made
by members opposite in support of this
motion. With other members, T am equally
anxions to see that o sound land settlement
scheme is brought into Leing, but I consider
that much care and thought must be given
to the many complex problems associated
with suceessful land settlemnent and that we
‘would be foolish if we took any action in
the way of hasty legislation.

It is all very well for members of the
QOpposition to wutilise an opportunity like
this and, through the subject-matter of the
motion, endeavour to set the Government up
as an Aunt Sally and throw bricks at it.
That is not good enough. The experience
of soldiers from the first World War should
have taught members of the Opposition that

of soldiers after the 1914-18 war,
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we have to be far more careful on this ocea-
sion in framing our legislation for the years
to come. There is too much at stake to war-
rant our taking unnecessary risks. If a
similar percentage of ex-service personnel
apply for land after this war as that which
applied after the first World War, there will
be approximately 54,000 men and their
wives and families whose lives will be in-
fluenced for good or ill by the amount of
care and careful handling of legislation in
respect to soldier land settlement.

I should have thonght that the experience
who
entered upon land high in hope and resolve,
would have caused the QOpposition to hesi-
tate before bringing such a motion before
the House, The report of Mr. Justice Pike,
which was issued in 1929, furnished some
very interesting information on the experi-
ences of ex-soldier settlers. He stated—

Up to the year 1927, just a few short years

after the experiment had started, compara-
lively speaking, 29 per cent. of soldier settlera
had abandomed their holdings and the total
cost to the taxpayers of this country at that
date was no less than £23,500,000.
The position did not improve to any great
oxtent after that; in faet, it deteriorated,
untl! we can say that the accumulated cosu
of land settlement to the taxpayers of this
eountry by 1943 was no less than £45,000,000.
All this disillusionment in & personal sensc
and heavy ecapital loss in a national sense
was brought about mainly because Govern-
ments of the day did not have the courage
to stand fast hehind their convictions but in-
stead capitulated to the type of propaganda
contained in the subject matter of this
motion.

Myr. Mann: What are you talking about?
Yon were not here and do not know what
has happened.

Mr. HOAR: One of the greatest require-
ments of statesmen and members of Par-
liament today, including the member for
Beverley, is high courage—ecourage suffi-
ciently strong to withstand the attacks of
tll-advised public opinion.

Mr. Mann: I suppose that is not propa-
ganda.

Mr. HOAR: There are thousands of sol-
dier settlers who have lived to rue the day
when ill-considered legislation on this matter
was brought into being. Pressure groups were
established and grew, newspapers got be-
hind the scenes, and probably unwise poli-
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ticians in those days joined in the general
clamour for land for the soldiers. The sol-
diers were granted land, but at what priee?
In the circumstances that existed in those
days, according to my reading of the his-
tory of this settlement venture, there were
limited areas of Crown land available, and
the conseqnence was that large estates had
to be purchased for subdivision, and the
purchase price of those estates was not
set by the representatives of the people,
but was determined by the landholder-
speculators of {hat day. Because of the
high price ruling for farm produets and
because of the incurable optimism of people
that such high levels wonld continue in-
definitely, an entirely fictitious set of land
values was brought into being that bore no
resemblance at all to the productive capa-
city of the soil and, as a consequence, the
fact of soldier seftlers having fo hear the
¢ost must have heen a contributing factor
to many of the failures of that time.

The Rural Reconstruction Commission,
in its second report, speaks of the inflated
prices of land. An authoritative witness,
in the ¢ourse of evidence, made the follow-
ing statement:—

It is possible for the debt on a farm to be
actually more than 100 per eent. of its real
valee for the following reasons:—

(1) Imflated land values due to the demand
for gettlement purposes. If the Gov-
ernment, in order to provide land for
soldier settlement, is foreed to pur-
chase land for subdivision, it will
probably have to pay more than the
land will subsequently bhe worth, as
when a Government or anybody eclse
gocg into the market to purchase large
quantities of land, prices become in-
flated on account of the demand
ercated and later on a re-action sets
in when the demand lessens.

{2) High prices ruling for primary pro-
duets immediately after the war. Ex-
pericnee has shown that for the few
years following the last war, peak
prices were obtained for most primary
produets whieh also helped consider-
ably to cause a boom in land values,
but this boom burst later when prices
hecame deflated. '

There is no doubt in my mind that the
same sitnation could very easily exist today
unless great eare was taken to overcome it.
The problem of land values will have to be
grappled with now that this war is over.
As members know, I believe that even to-
day, in spite of the large areas of land
that are known to be under the control of
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the Crown, those that are available for
settlement or could be made available for
settlement are execeedingly limited. Tt is
quite possible that the Government may
yvet be faeed with the deeision of baving
to buy large tracts of land for further
subdivision. '

The Premier: There is no doubt about
that.

Mr. HOAR: 1 know quite well, so far
as forest eountry 'is concerned, that in
utilising Crown land the exzpenditure would
be far too heavy to be borne either by the
individual farmer or by the taxpayer. We
know quite well, from our experience of
the group settlement days, the heavy ex-
penditure incurred in bringing that par-
tieular class of country to a state of pro-
duetion; almaost £50 per acre was needed to
clear it in order to bring it to that point
of production. Bearing that in mind and
knowing also that even in the Crown land
which is not so heavily timbered and seo
more easily clearcd the fertility of the soil
th quite large areas of that land is known
to be unsuitable for setilement, heavy
capital expenditure would be needed to
bring it up to a point where a settler could
confidently be placed upon it. So I say
there is every evidence today to indieate
that the Government will almost be com-
pelied to a large extent to acquire estates
in order to cater for the requirements of
ex-serviccmen, so far as the land is eon-
cerned.

We know that in vreparation for the
return of our men the Government today
is investigating and improving the many
vacant holdings that are seattered through-
out the State, and there is no doubt when
these have been brought up to the point
where they may safely be made available,
then they will he made available to suitable
applicants. When the demand for that par-
ticular type of land has ceased, and assum-
ing there is still a demand for further
settlement on behalf of our returned men,
then I say that, so far as the subdivision
of these large estates is concerned and
their purchase, the Government should
make ecertain this time that the price of
the land does not inflict a hurden on the
man who hopes to get his living from the
land, and that the Government should in
faet state a pre-war year for price deter-
minatien. The demand for anything in-
creases its price, and I helieve that this
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governmental control shonld be exercised
also over machinery and general lturm
equipment, all of which after the last war
brought a burden to the shoulders of the
soldier settler which he afterwards found
himself quite unable to meet.

In my opinion, there should also bhe a
better selective supervision over the pur-
chase of stock. We all know that after the
last war, heecause of the high prices ruling
then for butter-fat, many of our ex-
soldiers decided to go on the land and take
up dairying, But apparently it was not
enough to inflict upon them excessive capi-
tal expenditure of such a character as to
make it quite impossible for them to meet
it; but some were also given cows which
were not of dairy breeds at all. In many
cases the'cows were physically defective.
In fact, it has been szid by many of my
personal friends who have had experience
in this matter that, as long as a beast had
a leg on four corners and looked like a
eow, il was declared to he a eow. There is
no question at all, whichever way one looks
at it, that the soldiers were given a bad
start after the last war.

Mr. McLarty: Where are they going to

get dairy stock in future?

The Premier: Get some of our big cattle
owners to breed heifers and sacrifice the
profit on steers. That would be a good
thing for the Government.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The Premier: It is the profit that eounts.

Mr. HOAR: We zhould take care that no
more exploitation goes on so far as the sol-
dier settlers from this war are concerned.
True, we have been led to helieve that,
from the finanecial point of view, the set-
tler who will come under the new settlement
scherae probably to be brought in shortly,
will not have to worry so much about his
financial commitments as did the soldier of
the last war. We are told that certain
general prineciples have been drawn up and
agreed to between the Comnonweslth and the
States; and it appears that that portion of
the farmer’s debt which exceeds the produe-
tive capacity of his land will be horne partly
by the Commonwealth and partly by the
State concerned, in other words the general
taxpayer again. And the exient to which the
general taxrayer this time will be ealled
apon to foot the bill is determined entirely
by the careful investigation and planning
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given by the Government to the settlement
vonditions of whatever scheme it has in mind.
I say if anybody—no matter whether he be
an Opposition member or some person out-
side this Chamber—is prepared to put his
head down and charge like a bull at a gate
over this matter, that is no reason why we on
this side of the House should follow
sueh an unwise example.

During the eourse of this debate the mem-
ber for Beverley—unfortunately absent now
—had something to say. I hstened with eare
—and with interest to some extent—to what
he said. He told us that there was nothing:
wrong with the motion and that we eould
all vote for it; and then, to upsct his logie,
he proceeded to explain to us just why we
should not vote for it. He instanced the-
results of the last war and the heartbresks
of the soldiers who came back and settled.
on the land. He told us all that, and then
said we courld all vote for this motion! He:
urged and plesded with the Government to
take every care possible to see that those
conditions did not recur.

Mr. Mapu: You are not logieal in your
remarks,

Mr. HOAR: That is what ths Govern:
ment is doing today. It is taking all the
care humanly possible to ensmre that the
conditions ultimately to be drawn up and
offered to every applicant are such as to give
the greatest possible opportunity for sue-
cess on the land. How the member for
Beverley ean reconcile his argument with his
obvious intention of voting for the motion,
passes my comprehension and is probably
only known to him.

The Minister for Works: Not even by him!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HOAR : The member for Mt. Marshall,
in an otherwise inferesting speech, made in
my opinion a fatal mistake when he advo-
cated uniimited land settlement. During his
remarks, he instanced the disorganisation of
agrieultural industries that has oeeurred in
Europe and elsewhere as a result of the war.

Mr. Doney: Did he use the word “un-
limited” ¢
- Mr. HOAR: I will tell the hon. member
exactly what he said.

Mr. Mann: You are in g pessimistic moed.

Mr. HOAR: He quoted the conditions in
various countries, and said that there had
been no over-production but under-consump-
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tion and, because of this, he said, “I hope
there will no limitation of land settlement.”
1 stand corrected; but the meaning remains
the same. In discussing this situation in
Furope, he definitely stated there was no
over-production but ¢olossal under-consump-
tion, He also went to the extent of refer-
ring to conditions in Australia many years
ugo. He mentioned the number of people in
this ecountry—probably he was referring to
the depression yecars when people were de-
finitely living below the bread-line standard
—-and indicated that as an argument in
support of the expansion of land settlement
in this country. I point out to the hon mem-
ber, and to members generally, that at the
time of which he was speaking, when there
were 1,250,000 people living in this country
on nutritional standards that were con-
sidered by the authorities to be far below
normal requirements at that time, we were
producing enough wheat to feed a population
2% times the size of ours and enough wool
to clothe 100,000,000 people for 12 months.
There were butter, cheese, milk products,
meat and fruit in exeess of our loecal require-
ments; and I say this: That if our people
wete going short of food, and elothing, and
other nccessities of life at a time when they
were producing more than they coumld con-
sume locally—

Mr, Mann: And there was a Labour Party
in power—

Mr. HOAR : —that is no argument for the
further espansion of land settlement in this
country. Rather is it an argument in favour
of a complete overhaul of our system of
distribution and of the finanecial system that
controls it, an argument that has always been
opposed by opposition parties whenever
human values have conflicted with financial
interests and power. Tt is true there is
an argument in favour of feeding Europe's
present starving millions. It is a serious
sitnation; and I believe that wherever fond
and clothing ean be found, it should be sent
to these people to the extent to which ship-
ping gpace is available. I say also that the
agricultural activities of those pecple have
been suspended only as a result of the war,
and to use this short-term demand in an
attempt to capitalise the present unhkappy
situation and assert that tbat eondition is
going to remain constant for Australian
producers, is inviting disaster to the very
people this motion seeks to support,

[ASSEMBLY.]

It is said that no limit should be placed
on land settlement. I contend that the limit
must be defermined by the capacity of the
home and external markets to absorb our
produce at payable prices. It is true that
the home market ecould be improved. The
thought of 7,000,000 people oecupying a
continent of this size is patently absurd;
and we can improve the position probably
partly by natural means, but mainly by im-
migration. We find, however, that if we
were to institute a migration scheme per-
mitting 100,000 people to enter this country
each year, we would still have, in 1960, a
population of approximately only 10,000,000
people; and, so far as the productive capa-
eity of that year is concerned, we would
find that there would still be tremendous
over-production of wheat and wool. Also
there would be an exportable sprplus of
butter, cheese, milk produets, currants, sul-
tanas, and apples, and the only new pro-
duction for loeal eonsumption needed would
be in respect of potatoes, citrus fruits and
piz meats, and those only on a very small
seale.

So it ean be seen that the Australian de
mand for many years to come could not be
used as an argument in furtherance of an
txpansion of agricultural industries in Aus-
tralia or of an increase in land settlement,
for the simple reason that this is essentially
an exporting nation and our standards of
living are largely determined by the capa-
city and willingness of countries oversea to
deal with ns and purchase our produce at
payable prices. Too often in the past those
prices have been insufficient to mect the
normal reqguirements of our primary pro-
ducers. As a result, 7,000,000 people have
frequently been gsked, or foreed, or coerced
—whichever term is preferred—to provide
subsidies on unprofitable exports. To my
way of thinking, any legislation that is
going to be introduced in conmection with
settlement must have regard to that faet.
We must ask to what extent 7,000,000 peo-
ple can continue to subsidize the feeding of
Europe’s millions. We have done a lot
now; bnt if land settlement is extended in
this eonntry, in eourse of time, when prices
eome down aerain; when thev hegin to col-
lap=e: and when the prodneers veach the
staee in which thev have fonnd themselves
on nrmerons arcasions; if onr nroduce has
heen inereased as a result of nnwise legis-
Intion, 7.000,000 people will fnd it impos-



{10 OcrosEr, 1945.]

sible to provide subsidies in respect to that
particular kind of production.

1t is true that a great demand has arisen
in Europe today; but we would be foolish
if we were to eonsider that as a permanent
demand. It can be only temporary. Prob-
ahly it is true that for five or six years our
producers will continue to receive payable
prices for their products; but when the
world has again seitled itself and these other
countries start to come into their own apain,
and their efforts in regard to agriculture
tend to provide much of their pre-war re-
quirements; then there must be a lessening
in demand for Australian products and
there will probably be a fall in price at the
same time. I want to make this point: thas
if our post-war land settlement scheme has
been based on this shori-term policy rather
than on a long-range policy, development
will be fellowed by wholesale disappoint-
ment and financial loss fo the very people
the Orposition claims to be representing. I
consider there definitely should be no mors
talk of unlimited land settlement. Members
opposite who tepresent the farming com-
munity should, in my opinmion, he the very
last people to advoeate a policy that ceuld
Iead to a blind rush to glutted markets, with
resultant collapse of prices and other con-
sequences that have been experienced in this
country before,

The Premier: We have any amount of
examples of repurchased estates jin this
country which have been written down but
cannot pav rent,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Nelson will nroceed.

Mr. HOAR: Our policy must be firmly
based. We must make sure that it conforms
with the renuirements of the markets of the
world and not with the wishes of the Oppo-
sition. We must take a long-range view and
recognise the situation in Europe and else-
where a5 a short-term situnation only, and
find out from our cuostomers not only to
what extenf they are willing to do business
with s in the present years of dislocation
and stress, hot how far they are willing to
put their *rade with us on a permanent
basis in the v~ars to eome. It is quite pos-
sible that mveh of that information is now
availaMe, T imagine that this investica-
tion and probing between nations will go
on continuallv in order to find a firm base
on whirh wa ean huild our agricultural in-
dustries. In mv opinion, if the future in-

1167

ternal economy of this eountry is going to

‘be influenced by the extensive fluctuations

in price, that are largely brought about by
reduction in the standards of living of
people in other countries when they take a
downward trend, then any proposal to ex-
pand, substantielly, land settlement in this
country must be viewed with extreme
caution. '

Mr. Seward: Tell us what you are going
to do with the returned soldier.

Mr. HOAR: The member for Pingelly a
few moments ago said that it was all right
to talk about secondary indusiries, and
asked what we were going to do with therr
produets. One might well ask him what
he is going to do with the producis arising
from an inereased land seitlement scheme.
The argument is the same. There is room
for increase in land settlement today, bul
it should not be blindly undertaken. Only
afier the most careful investigation should
we exlend our policy. It should not be
based on our local requirements because
our production i1s far in cxcess of what we
need. Our policy should be based on the
permanent trade relations with other na-
tions, brought akout as a result of consul-
tations and conferenccs. If we fail to base
our policy of land settlement om such a
foundation, we are inviting the same sort
of diszsters and heartbresks that were ex-
perienced after the last war.

Mr. Seward: Everyone knows that.

Mr. HOAR: A motion of this kingd is just
another way of setting up the Government as
an Aunt Sally, and shying bricks at it.
That is not a fair proposition when we con-
sider that the Paeifie war bas only just
ended. Al! our military advisers told us
it would probably last another 12 months.
No-one could anticipate the atom bomb, or
its dreadful eonsequences, whieh so early
brought to a close the Pacific war. If the
Pacific war had heen extended for the
length of time indicated by our advisers,
all the legislation for returned soldiers
wounld have been in operation long before
general demobilisation began. I see noth-
ing of value in this motion; nothing econ-
structive, The safest thing we:ean do,
unless the member who moved it agrees to
withdraw it, is fo vote it oni.

MR. THORN (Toodyay—in reply) [9.4]:
I have not. for a long time, listened to such
8 pessimistie specek in this Chamber as -
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that of the member for Nelson. If the
hon. member had come straight out and
said he was not in favour of a land settle-
ment scheme, he would have been more to
the point. He has not, in his speech, said
anything helpful to a =cheme of this de-
seription, This motion is just as urgent
today as ever it was, and it is wrong to
state that this is rushing the scheme. This
war started more than six years ago and,
as the member for Nelson said, it bas just
finished. During the last war a soldier
aettlement Bill was passed and put into
operation in 1917, some 18 months before
the war finished. We, the legislators in
this State, and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, should not wait until the war finishes
before bheing prepared to legislate in the
interests of the returning men. The Com-
monwealth Parliament has adjourned now
with no scheme passed for the settlement
of our soldiers. We have for some time
been stressing the urgency of this matter.
We expected that something in that dirce-
tion would be done. It now looks as if
nothing will be done until about next Aprit
or May.

We are faced with a very serious posi-
tion. [ivery day we receive inquiries from
men desirous of settling on the land. I
would like to nsk the member for Nelson,
who is so keen to stress the point that the
motion wag only hrought forward to make
an Aunt Sally of the Government, if he ean
bring forward something hetter. Unless he
can do that, he should not mention the mat-
ter at all. It is of national importance to
this State. He referred to the Opposition
hringing the motion forward. Surely this
matter is of intevest to memhers on his
side of the House as much as it is to us!
Surely they are just as keen to bring about
satisfactory land settlement as we arel
Why dces he want to twit the Opposition
side of the Chamher with bringing this
matter ferward with the idea of embarrass-
ing the Government? That seems to he the
poliey right through the piece. As far as
I can see, the present (fovernment has been
careful always not o embarrass the Com-
monwealth Government. The functions of
this Government and this Parlinment are
to look afier the interests of this State
first.

Mr. J. Hegney: The Opposition should
not try to embarrass the Government.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. THORN: No. I was quite fair in
my remarks. I paid every compliment to
the Government and to the present Premier
for the action he took to press this matter.
He feels it is so urgent and grave that
it should be continually pressed, yet the
memhor for Nelson geems to think that the
motion is premature. I said before and I
repeat that all the warniogs the member
for Nelson gave with regard to settlement
after the last war, and the mistakes then
made, have been guarded against in the
preparation of this scheme. I know that.

Mr. J, Hegney: How?®

Mr. THORN: The member for Middle
Swan should know, because a tremendous
amount of work has been done in this
State. Two hoards have been appointed,
and Mr. I'yfe has been made Director of
Land Settlement. Those boards have drawn
up a scheme which guards against any fail-
ures in land settlement.

Mr. J. Hegney: You said these schemes
were not ready at all

Mr. THORN: There is no legislation
available and that iz what we are anxious
to see finalised. I do mnot want to dwell
upon the member for Nelson, but he raised
& warning against over-production becanse
of our small population. I take it that the
experts of the Commonwealth will be alive
to the finances of this country, and the
more we can export oversea the more we
shall be ahble to trade with the outside
world, The member for Nelson should not
stress the points of bonuses for primary
production and the bolstering up of pri-
mary production, beeause primary produe-
tion has been bolstered up ne more than
has industry.

AMr, Hoar: I say that you cannot stand
much more of it.

Mr. THORN: The point is that with a
progressive Commonwealth we must have a
progressive policy. The hon. member has
said that we cannot stand much more of
this. We seem to be standing it all right
now, and I expect that we have never suf-
fered such high rates of taxation as we are
at present. If we produce goods for export
by means of our primary industries—I do
not think we ean export industrial pro-
ducls—we shall lower the financial burden
on the Commonwealth and thereby obviate
inereases in taxation. I am of the opinion—
T think at heart the member for Nelson is—
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that one of the best avenues for the re-
habilitation of our ex-servicemen will be
on the land. When we are finally faced
with the rehabilitation of the returned men
I think the Government will be thankful
that there is a land settlement scheme in
operation to rehabilitate them.

The policy of Cabinet, as expressed in
this Chamber, is thai the State Govern-
ment is most anxious to play its part in
such a scheme. If the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment delays much longer legislation that
would give us a chance to relieve the pres-
ent position, I hope the State Government
will bring in legislation such as other
States have, in order that we may proceed
with the scheme. Though it may be said
that we should wait until the bulk of our
men are demobilised, there is a great num-
ber of men demobilised today—men quali-
fied to go on the land—and the longer the
present position obtains the greater will
the problems facing Governments become.
As a matter of urgency we should get the
scheme going and get on with the job.

The Premier: What would be the pros-
pects of the dried fruit indusiry taking up
thousands of returned soldiers?

Mr. THORN: The position there is that
for years the dried fruits industry has been
dependent for its existence on the export
market. When we export 70 to 80 per
cent. of our dried fruits, I claim we are
dependent on an export market, and the
Premier can answer the question for him-
self. When, out of a peak production of
over 100,000 tons for the Commonwealth,
Western Australia produces only 3,500
tons, is there any room for an extension of
the industry in this State? I say there is,
though I know that at present our agrieul-
toral experts are advising the Government
not to extend the industry. When Greece
and other countries were in full produe-
tion we were able to maintain the industry
and hold our own in competition with them.
They have now suffered the ravages of war
and it will take them a considerable time to
get back to full production.

It mayv be said that when those countries
were in full produection and we were hold-
ing our own with them we were being
granted a bonus. That is so, but the honus
was so small that it had no influence
on the industry and it would not
have mattered had we not had it. How

" Government.

1169

far will £2 per ton on dried fruils
help us? I brought this motion for-
ward in all earnestness, knowing full
well the extent of the activities of
the State Government, and expecting to
have the wholchearted support of thrs
Chamber to urge on the Commonwealth
Government the necessity for its bringing
forward legislation straight away, so that we
conld settle the men on the land. I do not
know what is in the mind of the member for
Nelson, or whether he set out to defend the
Government, but I think it can defend itself.
He inferred that thizs motion woas only
brought forward in order to have a shot at
the Government. It was nothing of the sort
—it is directed against the Commonwealth
I cannot understand the way
in which the Commonwealth Government has
been muddling things. It would be better
for the Commonwealth Government in the
end if it would leave to the State Govern-
ments the responsibility of furthering this
scheme. Past mistakes would not be made
again, though mistakes would still be made.

We have learnt a lot from our last soldier
settlement scheme and from our group set-
tlement scheme, and I think we have suffi-
cient experience not to repeat those mistakes.
In spite of all the nistakes I think it will be
admitted that those schemes were responsible
for n great deal of produection, and the
Commonwealth benefited thsough the export
of that producc, even if we had to write off
large amounts on those settlements. The
wealth of a mnation exists in what it pro-
duces, in its goods, and not in the builion
Jocked up in its vaults. The more goods
we can produce and the more markets we
can find for them the better it will be for
Australia,. We require some planning of our
production, and do not want to produce
commodities haphazardly. If we analyse the
markets available to us and the requirements
of foodstuffs and commodities, and plan our
production along those lines, so as not to
over-produece, I believe the Commonwealth
will make progress,

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. - .. 11
Noes .. .. . . 20
Majority against . 0
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AVYEB.

Mre. Cardell-Oliver Mr, Read

Mr. Hill Mr. Seward

Mr. Kelly Mr, Shearn

Mr. Mann Mr, Thora

Mr. Mclarty Mr, Doney

Mr. North (Teller.)

NOES,

Mr. Cross Atr. Needhom

Mr, Fox Mr. Nulsen

Mr. Graham Mr, Rodoreda
*Mr, Hawke Mr., Styants

Mr., J. Hegnoy Mr, Tonkin

Mr, W. Hegney Mr, Trist

Mr. Hoar Mr. Willcock

Mr, Halman Mr, Wise

Mr, Johnson Mr. Withers

Mr. Millington Mr. Wilson

(Teller.)

Question thus negatived; the motion de-
feated.

MOTION—GAOLS, ADMINISTRATION,
SITE, ETC.

To Inguirs by Royal Commission,

Order of the day read for the resumption
from the 3rd October of the debate on the
following motion by Mr. Hill:(—

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-
ernment should immediately appoint a Royal
Commission, including at least one person from
outside Western Australin with a wide know-
ledge of modern methods of penoclogy, to in-
quire into and report upon—

(a) Better methods of prison management

and administration for this State;

(b) The site for the necessary new gaol or
gaols, and the best types of buildings

* to suit modern ideas and ensure safe
" custody;
(e) Do]sirable amendments to our prison
. laws;

(d) Any other matters calenlated to im-
prove gaol conditions and to assist in
the reform of prisouers who are cap-
able of reformation without exposing
prison staffs or other ecitizeny to un-
due risks of losa or injury.

Q'ues'tion put* and negatived; the motion
defeated.

MOTION—SANITARY BSITE, SOUTH
PERTH-CANNING DISTRICTS.

To Inquire by Select Commiltee.

Debate resumed from the 3rd Oectober on
the following motion by Mr. Cross:—
That a Srlect Committce be appointed to
inquire and report on the following matters: —
(1) Whether that area of land, consisting
of onp oximately 75 acres 1 rood 30 perches,
being portion of Canning Loe. 37, on de-
posited nlan 3383, lot 25, situated right on
Clon‘nrf hishwav, the main road hetween
Arma”ale and Fremantle and against Clon-
tarf Owmhanage, is a suitable place for a
sanitary site.

[ASSEMBLY.]

(2) Whether the proposed new site will be
detrimental or have any detrimental effect
on—

{a} The inhabitants of Clontarf Orphan-

age;
{b) the in,habitants of Castledare Orphan-

age;

(¢} the children who attend South Como
School; .

{d) the staff and students of Aquinas
College;

(e} the proposed new sehool for which
land has been reeently acquired, ad-
jacent to Hobbs avenue, South
Perth;

{f) the owners of surrounding lands;

{g) the construction of workers’ homes
on the numercus blocks of land
recently acquired by the Workers?
Homes Board as set out in the
‘‘Government Gazette'’ of Septem-
ber 21st, 1945;

(h) residents of either the Canming or
South Perth Road Board Districts;

(i) the general progress of either South
Perth or Canning Road Board Dis-
tricts.

(3) Whether there are any aliermative
proposals which will eliminate the need for
any sanitary site within both the South
Perth and Vietorin Park distriets, within a
reasonable time.

MR. READ (Vietoria Park) [9.22]: This
motion for an inquiry into the conditions
that have affected the people on the south
side of the river for some years asks whether
the proposed new site would be detrimental
or have any detrimental effect on the in-
habitants of Clontarf Orphanage, Castle-
dare Orphanage or the staff and students of
Aquinas College, and in my opinion is un-
necessary because statisties show that these
depots have no detrimental effect upon the
health of the eommunity. The people living
in the two suburbs that have this system and
the people living near the depots are, accord-
ing to statisties, as healthy as are the people
living in any other part of the metropolitan
area and served by the deep sewerage.

The Minister for Works: As healthy as
the member for Canning?

Mr. READ: I have perused the hezlth
statistics of the Medieal Department and the
Perth City Council over a number of years.
Taking North ward and Vietoria Park ward,
the infectious eases in cach instance pum-
bered 50, and in Vietoria Park ward there
were 33 per eent. more prople than in North
ward, Perhaps T had heiter relate what
transpired in the matter of getting the Vie-
toria Park sanitary site removed. The Acting
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Lord Mayor of Perth and Councillor J.
Totterdell formed a deputation which in-
¢luded Cr. Veryard and myself and was
introduced by the member for Perth to
the then Minister for Health, the Hon.
A. H. Panton., We asked whether there
was a site available which could be chosen
by the Medical Department and which could
be used for a sanitary depot.

In 1917, when the greater City of Perth
scheme was decided upon, the City Council
took over the depot from the Vietoria Park
Council. In 1934 the people who had built
in the proximity of the depot bhegan to com-
plain. In 1940, after the establishment of
the Government school on the 10-acre site
approximately a quarter-of-a-mile frem the
loeation of the sanitary depot, com-
plaints were made and were backed
up by the Teachers, Parents and Citi-
zens’ Association connected with the
school. All means were taken by the health
committee of the Perth City Council to find
A new site within the city boundaries, There
was considerable agitation by the South
Perth Road Board, which was in a like posi-
tion to ourselves, because its sanitary site
is adjacent to ours. In May, 1941, after a
conference with the Sonth Perth Road
Board, the council agreed to present a joint
request to the Government to grant the re-
quisite land within the Collier pine plan-
tation, in view of the faet that the removal
of the depot was necessitated by the build-
ing of the school. On hoth oceasions the
member for Canning organised an agitation
against the proposal, and so we were nob
able to use the locality which otherwise
might have been made available.

As no suitable loeality could be founil
for the new depot in the council’s territory,
representations were made to the Government
to provide a site in the Collier pine plan-
tation. This was refused. On the 13th De-
cember, Dr. Park wrote—

If it were likely that deep drainage were to
be one of the post-war activities for Perth,
there might be justification for retaining the
present site until drainage was completed.
The Acting Commissioner of Public Health,
however, served an order on the council on
the 5th February, 1945, to have the site re-
moved by the 30th June, 1945, That is the
position today. We bave made every en-
deavour to seeure a site, but without the
assistance of the Government it was im-
possible to do so. The legal aspect is that a
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municipality or a local governing body may
not deposif its community waste matier on
the land of any other municipality without
the consent of the Government. We have
endeavonred in every way to find a8 new
site, but no matter to what part of the
City of Perth area we went, we would be
doing so at the expense of other ratepayers,
who would he then nearer to the pro-
posed site than they are to the present
site. I propose to give members an analysis
of what the member for Canning said when
submitting his motion. He said that
hundreds of electors are actually affected.
I know that that is incorreect, because
no electors live anywhere near the proposed
new site. Bath the South Perth Road
Board and the Canning Road Board at a
deputation supported this motion, and no
elecior within the boundaries of those
boards lives within two miles of where the
new sanitary site is likely to be. Como
citizens and the Como Progress Association
also protested. The member for Canning
seid they were strongly behind the efforts
to have a site selected in some other posi-
tion, yet not one of those citizens lives
within two miles of the propesed site.

Mr. Cross: Two miles?

Mr. READ: Yes. The member for Can-
ning said that the history of the proposed
new site and its loeation seemed to be the
world’s greatest secret. He started to make
inquiries and said he got a clue at a meet-
ing of the R.8.L. in Vietoria Park. He fol-
lowed that up by visiting the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner and so, in various ways,
he ultimately ascertained that the site was
Lot 25—a 75-acre block, at the far end of
the pine plantation, the end furthest from
the Victoria Park boundary. So far as the
agitation by all these various people against
the new saite is concerned, I shonld say
that it was stirred up by the publicity
of the member for Canning, because he,
more than anyone else in his electorate,
was able fo find out the location of the new
site only after making several inquiries.
Yet all these people immediately knew and
protested against it!

Mr. Cross: They knew when I told them,

Mr. READ: Ezactly! That is what I am
saying. Nobody protested against the site
until the hon. member interviewed the in-
stitutions and the other people who pro-
tested. Therefore, these people protested
on the say-so of their member. They did
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not know the actual facts, otherwise I do
not think they would have taken the action
they did. The member for Canning blames
the City Council for the alleged neglect that
has taken place over the selecting of this
particular site. In stating that the City
Council was remiss, the ex-Minister for
Health interjected that he thought the city
councillors should be shot. Had they been
shot other persons, just as foolish, would
have taken their place, so no good ean come
of that suggestion. I notice that both the
ex-Minister and the present Minister for
Health visited the sites. e appreciate the
interest the Ministers have taken in the
matter. The present Minister could have
sent an inspector to make a report, upon
which he would have relied; but instead, he
visited both sites within the boundaries of
the city arca. These community waste
depots are not pleasant and eannof be made
pleasant, so had the Minister expected to
find a picnic ground or a rose garden he
would have been disappointed. Neverthe-
less, I think they are conducted as well as
any other depot that has to be used for
eommunity waste. A brother from the Clon-
tarf Orphanage said on the deputation that
if the site was so unpleasant it should be
transferred, because the boys had to live at
the orphanage for 24 hours a day. I sug-
gest it was not right for the member for
Canning to worry other people with
troubles that do not exist.

Mr. J. Hegney: How far is the orphanage
from the depot?

Mr. READ: I have the figures. The sani-
tary site will be on the northern end of the
75-aere block, which is bounded on two
sides by the pine plantation and on another
side by serub country. From the proposed
new site to the Manning-road is 36 chains;
at right angles along the road to the gate
of the Clontarf Orphanage, the distance is
32 chains; from the front gate of the
orphanage to the building itself is nine
chaing, and that is the nearest institution
to the proposed new site. This proposed
new site has been selected hy the Town
Planning Commissioner and I believe that
for onee he has done the right thing.
On viewing all the positions that came up
for conmsideration at the time, I think this
would he the least nuisanee to any resi-
dents. The hon. member made an impas-
sioned =peech in defence of the orphans.
e said—

{ASSEMBLY.]

Yor the sake of the health of those children,
the gite should not be there .. .. The orphans
bhave no parents to represent them . .., They
louk to me to speak for them and I will not let
them down, .
I have been trying to tell the hon, member
that there is no menace to those children.
1 wouid like to tell those who run these in-
stitutions that there will be no detriment to
the bealth of their charges. We must re-
member that these orphans are in the keep-
ing of a religious institution whose opera-
tions are world-wide #nd which has in its
care thousands—probably tens of thousands
—of orphans throughout the world, and
which has been able successfully to educate
and rear those children in an expert man-
ner. The position in Victoria Park is that
there are 2,600 homes with the pan system.
Of that number, 1,100—that is, 40 per cent,
of the total—have the sewerage system
passing their residences; and yet they are
not connected. However, I believe that
when material and labour are available, all
those people will be connected and that will
reducce the users of the pan system by 40
per cent.

It is almost certain that the Government
will have fo undertake sewerage in every
direction, because it is one means by which

.work ean be provided which will pay for

itself. I believe that the capitalisation of
the Sewerage and Drainage Department is
about £8,000,000, and for that outlay
slightly under £750,000 is ecollected every
vear. So it pays for itself. Again, the
Perth City Council has in mind the issuing
of an order that septic tanks shall be put
into every new building that is erected from
now onwards. So we will not overload the
system in that direction. There are 808 of
these premises within the area next to be
sewered. That is laid down by the depart-
ment, and is in addition to those already
to be connected. The propesition of the
council is to do something—for those who
eannot afford to instal septic tanks—alons
the lines of what was done by the Fremantle
council, which s=ewered upwards of 500
houses.

The council called tenders, had the work
done, and charged the people at the rate of
€3 per year. They had been paying a pan
rate of €2 per year, so to hnve septic tanks
irstalled eost them only £1 a year more, aned
the first payment was not eolleeted until
after the tank had been in oneration for
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six months. If that were done, I feel surg
there would be little necd to shift the sani-
tary depot to the proposed new site in
South Perth. The trouble with the present
pan system has been that there has been a
shortage of manpower. The blackout came
upon us, and we had to revert to the day
system on account of no lighting being
available for lamcs in the vicinity of the
houses served. Then, when we were again
able to nse lights, the unions that had al-
ready changed to the day system absolutely
refused to return to the night system, and
30 we were unable to relieve the situation in
that respeet. The position now is that the
Perth City Council has heen ordered out.
Tt endeavoured to induce the former Min-
ister for Health to allow the site to remain
in the present position.

A deputation led by the member for
Perth has also placed the matter before the
present Minister for Health; but in each
case there was a refusal. The Perth City
Couneil has always worked in harmony with
1his Parliament and the State Government,
and it undertook to shift that site at the
request, or demand, of the Government. Tt
wishes to honour its obligation, even thougi
it will eost from £10,000 to £12,000 in roads
and footpaths, which would be used for
only a few years. That money could be
spent mueh better on other facilities for the
people, but the council feels that it hag
undertaken to obey the demands of Parlia-
ment and should do so. On the other hand,
as the member for the distriet—leaving the
couneil out of it—I would welcome an in-
quiry to see whether something could not
he done, on the lines I have suggested; that
i, to allow the present position to prevail
until such time as the Government has man-
power and materials available to sewer the
whole place,

On motion by the Minister for Health, de-
bate adjourned.

Houge adjourned at 949 pm.
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The PRESIDENT teok the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL—GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
(PROMOTIONS AFPPEAL BOARD).

Reports of Committee adopted.

MOTION—NORTH-WEST.

As to Action to Restore Economy.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hon. I, R. Welsh:—

That, in view of the serious position exist-
ing in the northern part of the State, this
House considers that the Government should
take immediate action to restore the economy
of the North Provinece,

HON. A, THOMSON (South-East)
[4.35] : This motion, which asks the Gov-
ernment to take immediate action to restore
the economy of the North, secks to impose
a rather difficult task. It iz most discourag-
ing to the people who have risked their all
in the development of the northern parts
of this State, to find that the population
today is less than it was 20 years ago. True,
it has been badly hit by drought, pestilence,
wild dogs, foxes, blowilies, grasshoppers, lack
of ecfficient shipping and high cosls gener-
ally, which have all contributed to its pre-
sent economic position. The pecple of the
North deserve a mueh greater reward for
their efforts than they have received.

It seems to me that despite modern seien-
tifie appliances, such as radios, aeroplanes,
ete, the olden days of isolation meant,
appareitly, greater prosperity. In those
times the bullock and donkey waggons were
the only methods of transport, The State
Shipping Serviee, established to assist the

. North, has incurred great financial losses and

has not given the service that the Adelaide
Steamship Co. gave over 40 vears ago, when
the North was served by the ‘‘Bullarra’’
and the ‘‘Koombana,’” plus the Holt Blue



